
Nottinghamshire Area AGM Report
(A layman's view)

Around 40 people attended the day with most of them going on one or other of the two walks 
offered by host Group, Ravenshead & Hucknall. Volunteers from the Group were on hand to serve 
tea, coffee and biscuits during the lunch break prior to the AGM. More volunteers sold slices of 
assorted home-made cakes and raffle tickets.

The AGM started at 2pm with an address by the Area President, Paddy Tipping. He thanked all the 
Area Officers who had been in post for the last 12 months and made special mention of Chris 
Thompson, who has been Rights of Way Officer for over 20 years. Paddy then talked about an end 
to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) that had dictated land management since Britain joined 
the European Union (EU). He spoke of some landowners getting more than £1million a year from 
the CAP to do nothing with the land. He went on to talk about the opportunities provided by Brexit 
for the Ramblers to engage with Landowners to explore new ways of looking after, maintaining and
using arable and other land in this Country. Finally, he confirmed that he was willing to stay on as 
President for another year.

Outgoing Chair, Martin Gawith, then made some opening remarks. He thanked Ravenshead & 
Hucknall Group for hosting the AGM. Martin then spoke of the need to reform the Ramblers and 
the need to become more relevant to people in today's world. He said that change was well overdue 
and that there was an urgent need to re-examine the relationships between Central Office, Areas and
Groups.

Groups Officer, James McGill, echoed Martin's sentiments and introduced two newly-appointed 
Local Organisers who had been appointed by Central Office to work with Nottinghamshire Area.



Treasurer, Jack Prust, explained to the AGM that illness had meant that he had not been able to 
produce the accounts in time to be circulated to everyone prior to the meeting but they had been 
certified as in order and that the certificate would be published on the website as proof. He also told 
the meeting that, due to the excess funds in the accounts, he Nottinghamshire had submitted a zero 
budget request to Central Office this year; though Group allocation funding would be unaffected by 
this decision.

The meeting then proceeded to elect Officers for the coming year. No post was contested so no 
elections were required. The following candidates were nominated, seconded and approved by the 
meeting.

Chair James McGill
Vice Chair James Norris
Secretary Judith Anson
Treasurer Jack Prust
Rights of Way (shared post) Allan Rogers and Stephen Parkhouse
Tourism and Heritage Paths Chris Thompson
Membership Judith Anson
Press & Publicity Vacant
Groups Officer Vacant
Newsletter Editor Stephen Parkhouse
Minute Secretary Stephen Parkhouse
Without portfolio David Hunt

President, Paddy Tipping, once again thanked Chris Thompson for his 20+ years service as RoW 
Officer and wished him well in his new post focussing on Tourism and Heritage Paths.
The meeting then proceeded to select the Area delegates to General Council, which is to be held in 
Bangor in April. The Area Secretary is automatically a delegate with voting rights and the other 
delegate with voting rights position was given to the incoming Chair, James McGill. Two further 
Visiting Delegates (no voting rights) were appointed – James Norris and Chris Thompson.

No motions had been submitted to Area or GC for consideration.

Martin Gawith then welcomed Ramblers Trustee, Richard May, to the AGM and invited him to 
address the meeting.



Richard began by reviewing 2017 from a national Ramblers perspective. He concluded that, overall,
it had been a good year. There had been a lot of change at Central Office with a determination to get
antiquated systems brought up-to-date and new focus on the core priorities. New Staff had been 
appointed and the staffing structure had been re-configured. He then talked about what was planned 
for 2018. He said that there was a new 'ONE TEAM' concept aimed at removing the current 
practice of small teams, each focussing on its own priorities. He explained briefly about the first 
stage of an 'infrastructure and digital implementation' project aimed at bringing together various 
databases held at Central Office and ensuring that all departments could communicate electronically
in an efficient way. He also spoke of the need to prepare for new Data Protection legislation coming
in during 2018 and the need for Groups to review the way that they might currently store peoples' 
email addresses etc.

Richard then alluded to Paddy's opening remarks about the opportunities for dialogue with 
Landowners. He spoke of the urgent need for discussions about 'Permissive Paths'. Many hundreds 
of these currently exist around the Country and all could be put at risk by the ending of the CAP. He
said that his own home county of Norfolk had a particularly large number of Permissive Paths that 
had been in place for a number of years.

Richard spoke of better support for Area Officers from Central Office and the need to secure more 
diverse and reliable income streams. He spoke of generous funding at the moment from the Peoples 
Postcode Lottery.

He talked about a steadily declining national membership and the need to address this. He said that 
the Ramblers would be bolder in promoting the Ramblers 'brand'. He also spoke of the need for 
Groups to ensure that they plan programmes for ALL of their membership, being as inclusive as 
possible.

Richard then mentioned Walking for Health (WfH). He said that the funding arrangement with 
Macmillan was ending and that no new 'big' funder had been found. However, partly due to money 
from the Postcode Lottery, Ramblers were able to continue to operate WfH through to the end of 
2018. He also said that the way that WfH was run was under review.

Richard then talked about ongoing discussions around the use of 'shared paths with cyclists and 
walkers'. He acknowledged the contentiousness of the subject and said that a new policy document 
on the subject was awaiting sign off and would be published in the very near future.

He then went on to talk about 'Pathwatch' and 'Don't lose Your Way'. He said that the Pathwatch app
was still available and being used but that Pathwatch was being reviewed. He talked about a new 
focus on the 2026 cut-off date for the claiming of new RoW. He talked about a new staff officer 
focussing on this and the need to work with other organisations to ensure maximum efficiency with 
minimal duplication of effort.

Finally, Richard showed the new Ramblers promotional video. He then took comments and 
questions.

He was asked about 20s/30s Groups that were originally pioneered in the 1990's. He was asked why
there was no drive by Central Office to reach out to potential younger members. Richard said that a 
range of ideas were currently being looked at. A member of Notts/Derbys Walking Group 
(originally formed as a 20s/30s Group) said that the Group was currently looking at re-launching/re-
positioning itself.



He was then urged to consider ways to reach out to non-Ramblers walking Groups to impress upon 
them the vital work that Ramblers does in an effort to get their support and, hopefully, recruit more 
members. Richard talked about a system they have in Norfolk where Ramblers walk leaders carry 
laminated cards that they give to any groups of walkers that they might meet. The cards give brief 
details about the Ramblers and urge readers to consider supporting/joining.

There were then two points in a similar vein saying that Ramblers Central Office needs to do more 
to raise the profile of Ramblers and to promote the benefits to its members.

Richard was then thanked by Martin for coming to address the meeting and the things that he 
spoken about.

Incoming Chair, James McGill, then addressed the meeting. He said that, during his year as Chair, 
he hoped to raise the profile of Ramblers in Nottinghamshire; improve links with the County 
Council; improve communication and links with Central Office and utilise volunteers more 
effectively.

Martin then asked for  Group to volunteer to host the 2019 AGM. Gedling Group agreed to discuss 
this at its next Committee Meeting.

Martin Gawith then closed the meeting.

Some photos from the two walks in the morning


