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EDITORIAL

AREA OFFICERS REQUIRED IN 2014
Come the next Area AGM - see page 6 for full details -  we shall need to
recruit the following Area Officers:
 Area Secretary
 Area Newsletter Editor
 Vice-Chair

It is vital these positions are filled to enable the Area to function, especially
the position of Area Secretary.  It would be advantageous to have a Vice-
Chair who could stand in for the Area Chair should the occasion arise

If you are interested in any of the above please contact the current  Area
Secretary, preferably before the AGM

Telephone 0115 920 4066 or email rod@fillingham.f9.co.uk

Surprise! Surprise!  Just a year ago I announced that I would be stepping down at the Area
AGM from the editorship of The Nottinghamshire Walker (TNW) and concluded with the
hope a successor would come forward and take my place. Sadly this did not happen and

the future of our Area publication was seriously in doubt.
    So why am I here back again – in a temporary position I hasten to add – putting together a
special Edition of the Area Newsletter?  Simply put, it is this: the Area Annual Report and
Accounts (AAR&A); something we are obliged to produce and according to the governance of
the Ramblers every member is entitled to have a copy of.  Now in recent years this has been made
available by being published in TNW but if is this means of communication is no longer available
how do you accomplish this?  Well I’ve been reliably informed that we would still need to
produce a printed copy of the AAR&A and by some means or other distribute to the membership.
The Area Chairman has looked in depth at this subject matter – for more details see the
Chairman’s Foreword. Until a finite decision has been reached on this matter the only reliable
means of reaching the membership at present is resurrect the Area Newsletter and as I still have
the ways and means of producing it I offered to take on the task. I hope you find it was worthwhile.
As for the format and contents they remain pretty much as in the recent past with a few tweaks
here and there. Can you spot them?  Sorry no prizes
    In addition to the AAR&A we have included a variety of articles from our members in the
Features Section: the evergreen Linda Pitt has risen to the challenge once again with a very
thought provoking essay entitled The Changing Landscape, while our recently appointed Area
Countryside Officer, Jim Norris brings to our attention the effects that HS2 might have on our
Rights of Way Network in the county and the part each and everyone of us can play to ameliorate
the consequences.  And a novel one… a touch of surrealism!
    Let me close by stating again that this is a ‘one-off’ edition and if there are to be any further
editions in the future then somebody (or bodies – it doesn’t have to be a one person effort) within
the membership might like to consider picking up the baton.  As in the past I would like to thank
all of those who, at very short notice have contributed to this publication.  Your efforts and
support have made this possible.  And finally to everyone: enjoy the read.

Alex Staniforth – Editor at large email a.staniforth1@ntlworld.com
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THE ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2012-13
AREA CHAIR’S FOREWORD TO THE ANNUAL REPORT

By David Hunt

Welcome to our Annual Report and Accounts for 2012-13. Indeed it is welcome to the
Area’s only communication with all members because we failed to find a new editor,

although we did eventually find a new treasurer. So we thank our version of the “Come-back
Kid”, Alex Staniforth to come out of retirement to put this extended report together.
Like many membership organisations we are
hugely dependent on our volunteers. So it we
don’t find one then we have to take other steps.
That applies both to the Area and our Groups.
So thanks to those volunteers who help run the
Area and Groups, especially where there is a
shortage of volunteers and even walks leaders.
Nationally and locally on average only about
20% of the membership is active in the Groups.
Indeed most of the majority, like me and the
new Treasurer, joined the Ramblers because it
was spending a lot of money (over £0.25m) on
legal fees etc. keeping open paths that we were
walking on. For administrative reasons we
were all assigned to a Group but for most that
was before the age of the email and indeed
before Central Office asked for them upon
joining.
At the last AGM James McGill refreshingly
volunteered for a job, as the Groups Officer. He
has set in train visits and by the time you read
this he will have visited most of them, as have
I with him. It has been a real pleasure to visit.
As nationally our age Groups continue to grow.
I was told that they take away potential
members for the geographic Groups, but that is
not so. The first one was set up in our Area
simply because the few young persons in our
Groups found that their friends were not willing
to join the (much) older membership in the
geographic Groups. We also have to remember
that there was a huge growth in our national
membership about thirty years ago but that for
some reason the next generation did not join or
those afterwards, until the first age Group was
set up. So I have been in contact with Central
Office about our communications with the
majority of our members and hope to get back
to you in the next year.
Earlier in the year the enterprising Chris

Thompson organised writing to all the
candidates in the County Council Elections.
Over 50 candidates wrote back and I replied to
them. As a result we were invited to give
comments on a number of issues by Gelding
Borough Council. No doubt some were taken
by our theme that, for many poor and elderly
people, walking is the only affordable form of
exercise. Certainly in the long term it would
cheaper as a way of improving fitness than
remedial services. Congratulations to one of
our members, Diana Meale, who was elected in
Mansfield West.
At the time I was asked to stand for the Area
Chair, I stated that I could not promise more
than a year. It is clear that the enjoyment of the
year and the pace has caught me before I made
the decision and our cunning Area Secretary,
big Rod Fillingham, seems to have assumed my
standing. So if I am elected I look forward to
serving the Area once again. Enjoy life and
walking – there is no other way.
Before I close I would like to elaborate on the
subject matter of communicating with our
members touched upon in the Editorial column.
It is a fact of life that we cannot very often
afford to send out paper copies of documents
by the increasingly expensive post. The
problem is that although we suspect that most
members have email addresses, we do not
know them. We have been toying with perhaps
sending quarterly (or less often) simple e-
newsletters to keep you in touch. That is
especially those members who do not have
contact with their Group. If you would like to
send me your email address, we promise not to
inundate you with information. The reason for
that is not just to respect your space but also
because we are all volunteers with a limit to our
time. Please give it some thought.
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THE RAMBLERS, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AREA
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday 16th February 2014 from 9.00am

The Area AGM, hosted by our Rushcliffe Group, will be held at the Old
School Community Centre, adjacent St Giles Church, Fern Road, Cropwell
Bishop (SK685355) The centre will be available from 9.00 am onwards.

The business of the AGM will start at 2.00 pm prompt.

There will be two walks starting from the Centre, details as follows:

 A 7-8 mile walk led by Martin Smith starting at 9.30 am

 A 5 mile walk led by Alan Wilson starting at 10.00 am

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available. We will be holding a raffle to help
offset costs (raffle prizes from members would be most welcomed)

Please note: If you are attending the Area AGM  then bring your copy of
The Nottinghamshire Walker containing all the relevant information for the
event.  By doing so it enables us to reduce paperwork and keep printing
costs to a minimum.  There will be an agenda given out at the meeting

AREA PARISH WARDEN SCHEME
VOLUNTEER TODAY

We still require more volunteers to come forward and take on a parish or two.
A commitment now to take on a wardens role will be a step forward in protecting the

quality of the Rights of Way network in the county.

Contact Chris Thompson, Area Footpaths Secretary at: ThompChris@aol.com
or telephone 07719 827808 for further information and registration

Community
Centre
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AREA SECRETARY’S REPORT
By Rod Fillingham

Here I sit down to write this report and I really have nothing to say, do you think it is quite the
right thing to feel? Have I really run out of energy or is it time for me to stand down and let

someone else take on the role?
This year has seen quite a few changes not only
at Central Office, but at Area level as well as
the NCC ROW department. This has led to
some unexpected challenges for the Area Com-
mittee over the period, to which they have
responded magnificently.
     I would like to thank all those members who
have risen to these challenges and continue to
do so. Please accept the heartfelt gratitude of all
those members not only of the Ramblers but
also of the walking public whose enjoyment of
walking in our glorious countryside would be
much more arduous without the Ramblers be-
ing there to keep a watchful eye on our footpath
network, and to provide one of the largest led
walks programmes in the country.

May it long go on.
    I would like to ask if you could spare some
of your time to assist your groups or area with
the work that needs doing every day, week,
month and year. If you want to see what you
could do please contact one of the committee
members, who I am sure would be able to use
your time. This could be surveying a path near
you and reporting any problems to the area,
could you attend area council and bring your
points of view to the table, or attend the AGM
and let us know what you think about the work
that is being done, have you a different
perspective that needs to be aired? Without
your help, or input we are a poorer organisation.

AREA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
By Judith Anson

GROUP NEW AND
RE-INSTATED

IN YEAR

TOTAL AT
1.10.13

TOTAL AT
1.10.12

Newark 29 134 129
Nottingham 31 343 360
Retford 7 84 88
Ravenshead & Hucknall 3 111 120
Worksop 12 83 95
Rushcliffe 24 269 282
Broxtowe 23 273 290
Gedling & Dukeries 20 262 270
Mansfield & Sherwood 24 82 64
Southwell 5 71 79
Collingham 13 53 42
Vale of Belvoir 14 113 118
Notts/Derby Walking Group 48 222 262
One Step Walkers 40 108 81
Not in Group 15 21 8
Area Total 2228 2288
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AREA TREASURER’S REPORT
Accompanying Notes to Statement of Accounts

By Jack Prust

  Ramblers Nationwide Totals: 1.10.13 - 107,623; 1.10.12 - 113,315

I have included a new column showing the number of new and reinstated members for each
Group during the year but it should be noted that this does include members transferring

between Groups.

All Groups have been working hard to bring in
new members and encourage lapsed member to
return which is reflected in these figures.
Although in many Groups these new members
have not replaced the number of leavers,
Newark, Mansfield & Sherwood and
Collingham have increased their membership
while One Step Walkers continues its steady
growth. Another change is the number of
members choosing not to belong to a Group but

it is not known whether these members actually
walk with a Group, perhaps choosing from
Walksfinder. The national fall in membership
continues. - see yearly comparison below
   All Groups now receive their weekly and
monthly membership reports by email directly
from Central Office but I am continuing to send
paper reports to all Groups who request them.
It is essential that information is supplied to
Groups in the form they want it.

Annual Accounts
The end of the financial year was 30th

September and I present the annual accounts
for the period 01/10/2012 to 30/09/2013. You
will note that expenditure has decreased and
that the reserves have consequently increased
by around £1.5K. The most notable decrease is
in expenditure on newsletters, and this is
because only one edition of the
Nottinghamshire Walker was printed during
the year.

Annual Returns
Annual return forms have been distributed to
all group treasurers and it is essential that these
should be returned to the area treasurer by
Friday 25th October.
Meetings with Group Treasurers
I intend to schedule a meeting with all group
treasurers in the Nottinghamshire area, and a
provisional date has been set for Wednesday
January 15th 2014. This will be to cover all the
aspects of the group treasurer’s functions.

AREA NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S REPORT
By Alex Staniforth

As many of you will be aware the Autumn/Winter 2012 edition of The Nottinghamshire
Walker was the last under my editorship since taking up that position in 2010 with the caveat

that I would oversee the next four editions - in fact it stretched out to six - the intention being  that
in that period we could persuade someone to take on the post for a longer duration.

Despite several attempts to stimulate interest
among our membership regrettably we failed to
recruit a new editor.  I have tried to analyse why
this has proven to be.  We live in changing
times; things are moving so much faster
nowadays with new innovations literally
coming to the fore every day.  And in the case
of the newsletter we have seen this happening
in recent times.  Two of our Groups have now
ceased taking hard copies and prefer to ‘read’ it

electronically via the Area website.  Is this  a
trend for the future ?  Another factor I believe
is that even two issues per year is considered
too much for some to contemplate taking on.  It
has to be admitted it is not a ‘five minute job’
to produce the newsletter and time for many of
our members this day and age is precious.  I am
unable to provide an answer.  However, one
thing is clear: the fate of the newsletter is very
much in the balance.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
By Jack Prust

RA Notts Area (Reg Charity No 1093577)
Statement of Accounts for the year ended 30th September 2013

Income 2012-13 2011-12
 £    p £    p
Funding from CO 7,166.00 6,052.00
Advertising 348.00 791.00
Envelope sales - 67.77
AGM raffle proceeds - 50.00
Bank Interest 6.53 5.65

 7,520.53 6,966.42

Expenditure 2012-13 2011-12
 £    p £    p
Funding to Groups 3,510.78 3,222.00
Groups’ Printing Costs - -
Recruitment Incentives - -
TNW - Printing 974.33 1,843.00
TNW - Postage 20.00 38.93
TNW - Other Expenses 130.63 159.06
Footpaths - Travel 50.91 170.52
Footpaths - Room Hire 120.00 120.00
Footpaths - other expenses - 65.66
NCC Rights of Way Papers - -
Walks Leaders Training - 20.61
Publicity 150.00 52.88
Meetings - Travel 608.56 444.16
Meetings - Room Hire 120.00 230.00
Meetings - Photocopying 110.02 60.00
Meetings - Other Expenses - 18.03
GC Visitor Expenses - 207.00
Administration - Postage 28.66 169.33
Administration - Stationery 104.64 41.52
Administration - Telephone 16.54 7.52
Subscriptions 56.50 56.50

Surplus(Deficit)for year 1518.91 39.70

 7,520.53 6,966.42

Balance Sheet as at 30th September 2013
2012-13 2011-12

 £    p £    p
Total Funds as at
1st October 5,209.43 5,169.73
Sale of non-current
assets -   -
Surplus(Deficit)
for the Year 1,518.91 39.70

 6,728.34 5,209.43

2012-13 2011-12
Current Assets £    p £    p
Cash at Bank
(Main Account) 7,393.30 5,209.18
Cash at bank
(Restricted Account) - 0.25
Current Liabilities
Unpaid Bills 440.85 -
Accruals 224.11 -
 6,728.34 5,209.43

Signed: Jack Prust - Area Treasurer
The above figures are subject to an independent examination of the books and vouchers.

Glossary
CO = Ramblers Central Office; TNW = The Nottinghamshire Walker
GC = General Council of the Ramblers
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AREA RIGHTS OF WAY SECRETARY’S REPORT
By Chris Thompson

As usual it has been a busy year on the Rights of Way front with all manner of items needing
attention from our Area and Group Footpath Officers or Rights of Way Officers as they will

be now titled from 1st October 2013 following a motion adopted at the Area AGM in February –
see appropriate section in this report.  But as we look forward to the forthcoming year there are
some dark clouds on the horizon and notably one that has a large bearing on walking in the
county.  As this report was compiled there came news of yet another restructuring at
Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) which most certainly has an adverse effect on rights of
way matters.  The new administration at County Hall has to make savings on their budgets of
£154 million over the next three years which inevitably means cuts and job losses across all
departments.  This will affect the Countryside Access Team which, it will be remembered, was
savagely cut four years ago by the previous administration. We wait with trepidation.
Historic Footway at Nottingham Station
The year 2012/13 began with the
announcement that the ancient Trent Footway
section of path over the Nottingham Station had
been saved. The Planning Inspector supported
the Ramblers case and that of other objectors.
This was a pleasant surprise bearing in mind the
massive new changes that are taking place
including the new transport hub to facilitate the
expanded tram system and the modernisation of
the station complex itself.   The footway will go
over the bridge from Station Road, rear of a
new platform to exit onto Queens Road at the
original point where the ancient route used to
meet this road. Thanks to Sue Rumfitt,
Consultant for the Ramblers, and to all other
objectors in achieving this outcome.
Diversion of Paths at Eakring
In February there was a consultation with Na-
tional Grid at their regional headquarters at
Eakring involving Eakring Fps 15&16. These
paths, which are on the Robin Hood Way, are
now diverted to allow a new National Training
Centre to be built.
New Supermarket Development Threatens
Paths
During the year, Worksop Group has been
involved in a bid to save paths over a former
sports field which has been purchased by Tesco
to build a new supermarket. At the time of
writing this report discussions are in hand
between Nottinghamshire County Council and
Bassetlaw DC to resolve rights of way issues
over the site. Well done Worksop for your
efforts to save these footpaths.

New System for Rights of Way Orders and
Consultations
At the AGM in February, Alex Staniforth
presented a motion to see a new system put in
place for rights of way consultation. This
scheme became live on 1st October with area
coordinators in place at Bassetlaw (Steve
Parkhouse), Mansfield & Ashfield (Keith
Wallace),  Newark & Sherwood (James
McGill), Rushcliffe (Martin Smith),  and
Gedling, Broxtowe and Nottingham City
(coordinator to be appointed). In addition there
is a backup team headed up by myself who will
oversee the management of the project with
Alex Staniforth and Allan Rogers receiving
Highway Orders and Consultations from the
County Council and emailing these to the
coordinators.  It is hoped this new scheme will
allow improved consultations and flow of
information with our Groups and members.
More details at the Area AGM in February.
Sherwood Forest Project-
Throughout this year this project has been
on-going with Stephen Parkhouse – the
originator of the project – overseeing along
with a steering group including Bob Thatcher,
Chris Thompson and Mary Mills (Chair of
Nottinghamshire Local Access Forum).
Whilst this enterprise is not an official
Ramblers Project the Area is happy to support
any project where its aims are to improve the
ROW network within the County.  Moreover
it is happy to lend its expertise to that end.
However, it cannot do so in areas where some
actions taken are contrary to Ramblers policy
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AREA COUNTRYSIDE OFFICER’S REPORT
By Jim Norris

and practice.  In such situations it is hoped that
both parties will respect each other’s
standpoints and where possible work amicably
together. That said, let there be no
misunderstanding: we admire the work Stephen
is doing and what he has achieved in such a
short time. Because of our charitable status we
are unable to neither provide any funding for
the project nor be seen to support any work that
is contrary to the policy and practices of the
Ramblers
A46 Updates
During the year NCC have worked very hard to
see that the rights of way along the upgraded
section of A46 to see are reopened and made
available for the public. This work has been in
partnership with Highway Agency and has
proved to be a very difficult process. We must
place on record our deep thanks for the NCC
for all their hard work. We hope we don’t see
the same problems on the A453.
Selston FP72
On September 24th there was held a public
inquiry regarding Selston FP 72. This has been
a longstanding case with part of the path going

onto the Definitive Map in 2007 and passing
through a new residential development built
soon after. There has been pressure as a result
of this to have the path extinguished. The
Ramblers assisted Frank Wood, a former
resident of Selston, who tried to have this path
put on the Definitive Map nearly 50 years ago,
by presenting important evidence in order to
prevent the path being extinguished. Thanks
must be given to local residents for their help;
also to Eugene Suggett, Ramblers Central
Office and David Hunt, Area Chair for their
collaboration in making our presentation at the
Inquiry. We now await the Planning
Inspector’s decision.
In conclusion
I would like to extend my thanks to David Hunt
(Area Chair) and Paddy Tipping (Area
President) for all their support throughout the
year, and to all members of the Area Rights of
Way Committee, to all Groups and members
for their support in surveying, reporting path
problems and walking the rights of way. To you
all: best foot forward and happy walking.

This is my first Annual Report since taking on this role following the AGM in February 2013.
I am still coming to terms with the extraordinary wording of planning applications and the

scale of the projects with which we are becoming involved.
ROADS
It was only when visiting Elkesley to look at the
Biomass Plan that I appreciated the importance
of the Elkesley Permission junction
improvements on the A1. It seems strange that
there should be a village which is only
accessible from the north by crossing the A1 in
front of the full flow of traffic on the flat – a
truly frightening experience only matched by
that of leaving Elkesley in either direction.
In theory the A46 is complete but personally I
remain puzzled as to where the Rights of Way
(ROW) are.  Work has begun on widening the
A453 and once completed will offer safer
crossing points for ROW but in the meantime
we will have temporary closures on them.
Members are invited to keep a close eye on
what is actually happening to ROWs.

HS2
It might have been thought that in view of the
long term nature of this project it would be
some time before actions were required.
Contact with Buckinghamshire and
Warwickshire Ramblers has indicated that
matters are urgent and large scale. In the early
stages of the project HS2 Ltd will be putting
forward their proposals for how they will deal
with the multitude of footpaths which will cross
the path of the proposed route. Consultation on
the proposed route itself finishes in early 2014.
Early indications are that need to have and
present clear views of each and every crossing
if it they are not to disappear either for the
duration of construction or forever or indeed be
replaced by inappropriate diversions.  HS2 Ltd
will be carrying out usage surveys of rights  of
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way so members and Local Groups can assist
the process by ensuring that there is evidence of
heavy usage.
PLANNING
We have submitted an objection to the
development of a new clay quarry at the Dorket
Head Site, partly on the grounds that we do not
accept any replacements by Permissive
Footpaths and partly because the Planners need
to be kept aware of the significance of
industrial site development on Green Belt Land
on the edge of towns. On the positive side the
development of the quarry will mean the
cessation of the landfill site for the duration of
the quarry working.
    The application for planning permission for
a biomass fueled heat and power plant at
Crockford Hill by R. Plevin and Sons was
turned down.
    We have an outstanding objection to the
Wind Farm at Maunhill near Sturton Le
Steeple. This application has reached the stage
of being subject to appeal. Our objection is
based primarily on Turbines not meeting the
exclusion zone for footpaths. There is a danger
of flicker and ice being thrown by the blades.
The British Horse Society recommends a 200m
exclusion zone for Bridleways. Members are
reminded that the Ramblers Association is not
opposed to Wind Farms (or Solar Panels) as
such. We are only concerned on their impact on
footpaths and the appropriateness of their
location. If the Maunhill project was better
placed, this might be thought of as an entirely
appropriate place for a Wind Farm with the
view being dominated by very large Power
Stations!
    We have also lodged an objection to certain
aspects of a development at Carnarvon Primary
School Bingham. The Project fails to address a
long term problem of access to an important

footpath which goes through the School
grounds and provides access to the countryside
to the west of Bingham.
STRATEGIES
Our objections to the NottInghamshire Waste
Core Strategy were partly accepted with
regards to building on flood plains but our other
objections were rejected.
Because we commented on the
Nottinghamshire Waste Management Plan we
were invited to comment on the Waste
Management Plan for England. Our submitted
comments were:
We proposed that the Plan should ‘preclude

building new structures on Green Belt Land or
open countryside.’
We suggested that the Plan should specify

further Green Belt protection.
We proposed that the Plan should only be

located within a flood plain when there are no
reasonable alternative available sites in areas of
low risk of flooding.
    As at the date of this Report we have been
invited to make comments on:-
The Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan
The Nottingham City New Local Plan

SAFETY ON RIGHTS OF WAY
There is increasing concern about the dangers
imposed by cattle. In addition to a well
publicised incident resulting in fatality we have
had another complaint. In that case we received
a response from the Council concerned stating
that the farmer had been informed but because
there are no specific laws relating to cows it
was a matter of Health and Safety. We are
taking further advice about this but very much
hope that it is not the case that people have to
be injured or worse before action can happen to
prevent potentially dangerous cows occupying
a field with a Right of Way across it.

DIARY DATES
AREA RIGHTS OF WAY MEETINGS - (Both ‘A’ & ‘B’ meetings)
The second Tuesday in each month, 7.30pm at the Miners Welfare & Institute,
The Crescent, Bilsthorpe, Notts. Note: As the new method of communication
comes on stream  meetings will reduce in number eventually to quarterly.
AREA COUNCIL MEETINGS
The third Tuesday in the months of January, April, July and October - same venue
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AREA GROUPS OFFICER’S REPORT
By James McGill

A confession: I spent my first 40 years in the
Ramblers without attending any sort of meeting
and without joining any of the Groups for a
walk. My support for the organisation was
based purely on its work preserving and
expanding the footpath network.
Footpaths are still my prime interest and on
retirement I offered my services to my local
group in Newark. What followed did not
indicate any merit on my part – rather a dearth
of alternatives – but in rapid succession I
became the shadow Footpath Secretary at
Newark, full Footpath Secretary and then
Chairman.
A conversion: I attended the 2013  Area AGM
out of a sense of responsibility and with no
intention of taking on further duties. It became
clear as the meeting progressed that the
organisation was in some difficulties with
failure to replace the outgoing treasurer and the
retiring - probably not the right word to
describe Alex – editor of Nottinghamshire
Walker.
Surely there was untapped talent out there?
Perhaps a ‘sleeper’ like me? The obvious place
to start looking was the Groups. As the rush of
blood to the head continued I found myself
raising my hand to volunteer for the post of

Area Groups Officer.
A conversation: It turned out that this is a
position that has been vacant for some years so
there was no clear pattern to slip into. But help
was at hand. David, our new chairman, was
similarly interested in finding out more about
our membership so we decided to set up a
system of joint visits to the groups. The initial
impetus was volunteer recruitment but this has
rapidly changed into a ‘pulse-taking’
investigation into the health and functional
status of Ramblers in Nottinghamshire.
A conclusion: The Ramblers is alive and well!
We have now visited 10 of the 14 groups and
have been very impressed by the warmth and
interest shown towards us. There are some
problems, however, related to the ageing
demography of locality-based groups and I am
hoping to draw all this together in a report for
Area Council in early 2014. In the meantime
each group is receiving a detailed summary of
our discussions.
A conundrum: The visits have confirmed
national statistics that 70% of the membership
is not known to the group to which they have
been allocated. Who are these people and do
they represent untapped potential for Ramblers?

This is my first contribution to the Annual Report as Area  Groups Officer and  have set out
below what led me to take on this role and how I see the current situation within the Area.  I

would imagine that this very much a similar pattern in many other Areas and one that requires our
attention.

AREA PRESS & PUBLICITY OFFICER’S REPORT
By Alex Staniforth

Since taking up the post following the Area AGM in February it has been quite a busy period
as the following report will highlight. It is appreciated it has been some time since we last

seriously pursued press and publicity activities; I hope that we have made a positive start.
The first matter to report is our joint partnership
with Nottinghamshire County Council first
flagged up in the Autumn/Winter edition of
The Nottinghamshire Walker.  As pointed out
then our initial joint ventures were centred on
exhibiting and promoting rights of way in all its
forms and informing the public the joy to be

had in exploring our local countryside.  Our
target was to display at three events during the
year in the county commencing with the
Nottinghamshire County Show held at the
Newark Showground over the weekend of 11th
and 12th May 2013. All in all I think we can
count it as a success – certainly by the number
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of leaflets we passed out over the two days –
and this was thanks to our enthusiastic band of
volunteers and particularly those from our
Newark and Collingham Groups. It gave us an
opportunity to showcase our newly acquired
exhibition material including two brand new
portable pull-up stands displaying the latest
promotional artwork from the Ramblers which
certainly stood out and attracted favourably
comments.
    Since the May event two of our Groups have
staged their own exhibitions using our new
material and equipment; firstly Rushcliffe
Group had an event in West Bridgford followed
up in late June by Ravenshead & Hucknall
Group.  It would be gratifying to see other
Groups taking advantage of this updated
exhibition material by organising their own
local event.  Please contact me for details if you
have an interest.
    The next event in our exhibition calendar was
the Moorgreen Show over the Summer Bank
Holiday period i.e. the Sunday and Monday.
As per the previous event this was run in part-
nership with Nottinghamshire County Council
(NCC) who again made all the necessary the
arrangements with the show’s organisers for us
to have our exhibition stand in one of the large
marquees.  This time however, there was no
active participation at the event from NCC as
previously at Newark and we were running it
by ourselves though of course we had publicity
material and a display unit from the council.
The good weather over the two days helped
boost the crowd attendance and we were kept
quite busy, especially on the Monday.  As
previously, our exhibition stand drew favoura-
ble comments and the number of leaflets and
information passed out to those coming on the
stand pleasantly surprised us – we even had a
footpaths problem section headed up by our
Area ROW Secretary, Chris Thompson which
drew in some interest. Again I offer my sincere
thanks to our enthusiastic band of volunteers
for their stints at manning the stand, notably
Barry and Barbara Cordery from Broxtowe
Group in whose area the show was located.
   The final event planned was the Southwell

Ploughing Match and Show, Saturday 28th
September which was held at Blidworth Dale,
near Ravenshead.  This was another joint
partnership venture with NCC but owing to
overriding internal matters currently within the
council no time could be set aside to make the
necessary arrangements with the show’s
organisers and regrettably we could not
participate.  Nonetheless, my wife and I, plus
Allan and Kath Rogers from Ravenshead &
Hucknall Group went along as paying
customers.  Overall, we thought this was the
best of the three shows we had targeted to
exhibit at – though Moorgreen did come a close
second. Nonetheless, some useful information
was gathered should we be in a position in
future years to take part.  Looking back I
believe our return to exhibiting, particularly at
the major shows in the county can only have a
positive outcome: it tells the public who we are
and what we do.  I hope we can continue in the
same vein.  Finally on this subject it would be
remiss of me if I didn’t mention Rod and Jenny
Fillingham (Gedling & Dukeries) – and my
wife Marian – for their stalwart support at the
first two events; in fact they are true veterans
have taken part in many events over a decade or
more. Thanks for all you have done
    To close this report I must mention another
recent facet that is bringing the Ramblers to the
public’s attention locally by showcasing our
organisation, and walking in general, through a
regular series of articles in the weekend
editions of the Nottingham Post newspaper.
Both Brian Palmer (Broxtowe Group) and I
have been penning monthly columns covering
a wide range of issues connected with walking
and the countryside.  Accompanying these
columns on the Outdoor Feature page have
been walks accompanied by a map and
photographs, many of which have been
contributed by Ramblers members.  I would
like to acknowledge with thanks Alan Wilson
(Rushcliffe Group) who first informed me of
this proposed series which allowed us to
become involved.
  Just a final reminder.  If you need the
exhibition material, give me a call.



Nottinghamshire Walker - Special Edition 2013 Page 15

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AREA GROUPS’ ANNUAL REPORTS
BROXTOWE
In my last report I was bemoaning the atrocious
weather, always a matter of concern to walkers,
and the beginning of the year showed no
respite. Well we could not complain about the
summer and we enjoyed some excellent walks.
It is noticeable that weather conditions do
affect walk numbers.
    Throughout the year we have maintained our
usual programme of weekly Sunday and
Wednesday walks with occasional Saturday
mornings and Thursday summer evenings.
These have been of varying lengths and in
different areas with sometimes two walks on
the same day. We are currently experimenting
with Sunday morning walks. Hopefully in each
programme there are always walks to suit every
member. The Group again supported the
Ramblers’ ‘Get walking day’ and appropriate
walks were included in Broxtowe’s festival of
walks and Nottinghamshire Guided Walks
Programme. One of these walks, which was
well attended was around the centre of
Nottingham and visited sites where, in the past,
radical members of the political scene were
active.
    Our coaches are retaining their popularity
and employ the same options of two walks or
just a visit. On Sunday the coaches went to
Ilkley / Saltaire, Castle Howard, Ludlow and
Rutland water which ended with a meal at the
Grainstore Brewery. While on Wednesday the
Group have been to Ironbridge / Telford and
Harrogate and are soon to go to Worcester.
    The May Day holiday was based in Chepstow
where a large number of members availed
themselves of very competitive rates offered by
a new lodge as well as other local B&Bs and a
campsite. The area afforded walks in the Wye
valley and along the Severn estuary as well as
around the historical town of Tintern. As is now
usual, the group met in a hotel on Saturday
evening for a communal dinner.
    Instead of an annual dinner, it was decided to
hold a walk followed by a late Sunday lunch at
The Wheel at Ticknall. The places were soon
taken up and also included members who only

attended the excellent meal. Additionally an
American square dance was organised with a
tasty fish’n’chip supper.
    It will soon be Broxtowe’s AGM and this
year there will be changes to the Committee
including our Chairman, Brian Palmer, who is
retiring after five years in the post. His aim has
been to invigorate the Club - opening up
communications within the Group by means of
monthly newsletters and circulating committee
minutes by email to those who elect to join the
list. Also broadening of the Group’s public
exposure has now resulted in new regular
Sunday and Wednesday walkers who bring
with them fresh enthusiasm. Our walks
programme is widely distributed and the costs
have been offset by a grant presented in cheque
form to members by the Mayor of Broxtowe
and selling advertising space.
    Now we are beginning to contemplate 2014
which is Broxtowe Ramblers’ 25th
Anniversary. It will be a year both for
celebrating the past and looking forward to
future success.
Barbara Cordery - Group Secretary

COLLINGHAM
During the past year the Group continued to
have our fortnightly Sunday walks and monthly
Wednesday walks.
    Over the course of that period we have had
18 Sunday walks (two cancelled due to snow)
averaging 11 walkers, and nine Wednesday
walks averaging 12 walkers. These averages
can be misleading as they can be anything
between four and 21!
    Our total membership is 54: this mainly due
to friends of friends and personal contact – an
increase of 11 on the year, some completely
new, and others who were slow in ‘getting
round’ to joining.

Two bus trips were planned but one was
cancelled through lack of support; the second
trip was to Derbyshire and was fully booked.
We have two more planned for 2014.
   Organised social events included a festive
meal at New Year and a summer lunch in a
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member’s garden, but then again most of our
walks come under the heading of ‘social’
Anne Burns – Group Secretary

GEDLING & DUKERIES
Another year almost passed and time for
reflection. A late spring following the coldest
winter for many years made walking a difficult
choice some days. However the wild flowers
when spring finally arrived made up for the
wait and the warm sunny summer made
walking a pleasure.
   The groups walk programmes have been
enjoyed by members of the group which
included two coach trips. The first included a
walk from Robin Hoods Bay to Whitby along
the coast where some members enjoyed fish
and chips. The second was a trip to Todmorden
– both day trips were well supported.
   The long awaited Gedling Country Park has
finally been given the go ahead and should be
up and running by Autumn 2014. There are
issues surrounding the industrial installations
that will be visible from the Country Park
which have divided opinion within the group.
   The groups current walks programme runs
until the end of February 2014 and again
reflects a varied choice of walks ranging from
the 5 miles on Thursday mornings to the A & B
walks on Sundays offering a choice of walk
between 8-14 miles.  As ever new walk leaders
are always welcome and will receive full
support from the group .
   The Gedling part of the group celebrates its
25th Anniversary next April and plans are
already in place for two walks followed by a
fuddle at Woodborough Village Hall on Sunday
27th April 2014. The annual dinner has also
been put back to coincide with the 25th
Anniversary. Full details will follow in the next
walks programme.
 Finally a personal thank you to the walk
leaders who make our walk programme a
continued success, to all members who support
the walks and finally to the Committee
Members who give up their time to attend the
meetings held over the past year. Members who
cannot walk with the group whether that be for
age or illness are never forgotten and I would

encourage those members to attend the 25th
Anniversary events next year where you will be
made welcome as ever. Our eldest member
celebrates his 100th birthday next year and a
party is in the process of being arranged, which
all goes to prove that walking is good for you.
Mick Rawdin - Chairman

MANSFIELD & SHERWOOD
If the figures are correct then the Group has
over the past year or so increased its
membership by approximately 30%.  It stood at
64 but at the last update it reached 82.  This
increase has come in most part on the back of
running our ‘On Your Doorstep’ programme
on alternate Sundays.  Attendances on these
walks have been fairly consistent despite what
the weather has sometimes thrown at us. Up to
last year all the walks were led by our joint
Rambles Secretary, Keith Wallace but
beginning in February, when the new
programme commenced, it was suggested that
other members of the Group be encouraged to
lend a hand and ease the burden on Keith.  The
response has been good and now several
leaders of our longer walks are now leading
some of the walks, all of which incidentally are
advertised in the Nottinghamshire Guided
Walks Programme.  We will be repeating the
process in 2014.
   The Group held its AGM on December 6th

2012.  All current Group Officers were elected
to stand for a further year with the exception of
our Social Secretary, Julie Lawson who
stepped down for personal reasons.  The Group
thanked Julie for the tremendous work she has
put in over many years enriching our social
activities. It was agreed that in the absence of
electing a new Social Secretary this could be
carried out by other members of the Group
Committee liaising between ourselves to
organise future events.
Highlights of the walking year included the
following:
The second and final part of Offa’s Dyke
was completed in May where mixed
weather was the order of the day.  No plans
at the timing of this report have been drawn
up for a long distance walk next year.
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The Group undertook the Chesterfield Round
Walk in a series of four sections: two were done
as circular walks; the other two as linear walks.
Total mileage was, of course, more than the
official 34 miles for the walk but not
excessively so.
  Two highlighted events in our walks
programme scheduled for June and early July
had mixed fortunes: the Night and Sunrise walk
was called off at the last moment as the leader
had learned that the area where this walk was
due to take place would be subject to hill fog
and it would be a cloudy day to follow, hence
little chance of a sunrise; the Castleton
Challenge Walk (20 miles) did go ahead
despite the very hot weather and high
temperatures. It was pared down slightly to 17
miles and eight brave souls participated.
   Several members of the Group enjoyed a
weekend away at Whitby 22nd – 24th
September accompanied with fine weather.
    Our next walks programme will, in addition
to our dual format of short and longer walks on
alternate Sundays, include two new
innovations:
1. Midweek walks in the first week of the
month.  These will take place on a Wednesday
and will be car free using public transport to get
to the start of the walk.  All participants will
meet at Mansfield Bus Station.
2.  On the second Tuesday of each month a
walk will take place with the aim of inspecting
the conditions of rights of way within the
Mansfield and Ashfield districts.  All
information gathered will be recorded and
forwarded to the Area Rights of Way
Committee.
   The Group AGM will take place in early
December, which as previous will include a
buffet. Also, the Area Chairman and Area
Groups Officer have been invited to attend

And finally: as reported at the previous
Area Council our Group website has been
completely revised and updated along with
a new  website address which has changed
to: www.mansfieldramblers.org.uk  in line
with our charitable status.
Alex Staniforth – Group Secretary

NEWARK
This has been an exciting year with some new
activities and ideas in the Newark Group.
Thanks to Dallas we have managed to set up a
website linked to Ramblers HQ which has been
successful in attracting new people to our walks.
James, our Chairman is also Footpaths officer
and he has been very active in the Footpath
Warden scheme which now covers 24 parishes.
Get Walking Week in May was very well-sup-
ported. We arranged a variety of walks from 3
miles on flat footpaths suitable for wheelchairs
and pushchairs, to 5 and 6 mile walks for the
more active. In addition to our very successful
weekly Wednesday walks which are up to 6
miles long, John now organises a longer walk
on the last Wednesday of each month. These
might be up to 9 miles in length. Our Sunday
walks are every two weeks and alternate be-
tween long and short walks.
   For the first time in many years we have
supported the area at the Newark Show and the
Moor Green Show, in publicising the Ramblers
organisation.
    Our coach trip to York in May was greatly
enjoyed in excellent weather. We split into
three groups, one doing an 11 mile walk, anoth-
er a three mile walk and the other enjoyed
sight-seeing in York before all meeting up
again in the late afternoon. Marie has organised
another interesting Social calendar. The Ghost
walk in particular was most enjoyable. Beryl
has organised trips to see the ballet which have
been much appreciated.
    On a sad note we have to report that two of
our longest standing members, Des Whicher
and Sandie Vorbeck died this year after long
illnesses. They will be much missed.
    We are pleased to announce the marriage of
two of our members, Dave and Viv who now
live in the south-west nearer to their families.
We wish them happiness for the future.
  Our AGM on 3rd November at South
Muskham Village Hall will be followed by a
short walk to The Ferry where we will be eating
lunch together. Anyone wishing to join our
walks can find all the details on our website.
You would be most welcome.
Pauline Hall – Group Secretary
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NOTTINGHAM GROUP
2013 has been a good year for walking and the
group has made the most of it.
We had lovely day-long coach trips to Hebden
Bridge and Malham. We were joined by
members of Gedling and Rushcliffe Groups to
help swell the numbers on our coach. We are
grateful to them for supporting us.
    Our regular Sunday Coach trips have visited
all our usual Peak District favourites and a few
of them Fineshade Abbey, Froghall Wharf and
Mount St. Bernard’s Abbey were off the White
Peak map. Our valiant walk leaders created
four levels of walks in all the areas - where
would we be without them? But we need more
to spread the load.  Dave Moore ran a very
popular Navigation&Leadership Course for us
early in the year so hoping to see a few new
leaders out next year. Local Sunday Walks
using mostly local transport have had good
numbers. Look out for a new Circular Walk
around Nottinghamshire, using public
transport, devised by Nick Debenham. Monthly
sections commence from January onwards.
Car-share walks seem to be almost a thing of
the past for us now.
   Our intrepid ‘A’ Plus walkers have been
‘shaken but not stirred’ on the top of Snowden,
‘cruised (?)’ the Coast-to-Coast and galloped
around Grindleford, the things some do on a
Saturday! Our Home in time for tea walkers has
put some imaginative walks together: how do
they always manage to find such good pubs for
late lunches?  Surely there is a lot of research
going on there. Mary, have you anything to
add?  Wednesday Walkers, using public
transport, completed The Nomad Way in seven
stages. Well done to Trevor for getting those
bus times correct. As a reward for completing
the Nomad Way, Trevor allowed us a ‘fish &
chip’ walk around Ripley finally ending up at
Georges. Needless to say that one was a sell-out!
   We are now part way through The Bonnie
Prince Charlie walk, which ends in November
and to close the year, a meal at the Bulls Head
in Breaston. Enjoyable YHA Weekends were
spent in Clune (don’t mention the temperature)
and Teesdale. On the social side, we enjoyed

eating out, cabaret and a night at the ‘dogs’
(that’s Greyhound Racing) all thanks to
Margaret and Terry.
    I began by saying it has been a good year for
walking.  Our walks have carried us through a
time of great sadness as we attended the funeral
of our long time friend and walking mentor Ted
Limb.  Janice, Ted’s inspirational wife,
continues to walk with us and is keeping us on
the straight and narrow as we follow in Ted’s
tracks.  A short time after Ted’s funeral, Roger
Green passed away. He was a great cricketing
companion to Ted and a very popular walker.
Trent Bridge and Ramblers have lost a couple
of good ‘uns.  They leave behind a trail of
lovely memories.
I must finish on a lighter note: yes it will soon
be Christmas! And towed by Santa’s reindeers
(Skills Coaches really) we will be celebrating
in Castleton.
So it’s time to look out for those flashing hats
and glittering garlands as the Nottingham
Group arrive in town in a festive mood.
Best wishes for 2014 to all our members in
Nottinghamshire.
Margo Cameron – Group Secretary

NOTTS & DERBY WALKING GROUP
Our AGM on October 16th marked a changing
of the guard, as several of the Committee
members stood down and made way for a new
team.  Chairman Brendan Barnes stood down
after six years serving on the committee in a
variety of roles and was superseded by Helen
Tarling.
At this point of transition we can see a number
of successes, but also a few challenges.
The walks programme over the past couple of
years has been fuller than ever (c90 on the
current programme) and a number of initiatives
have been successfully integrated into the
programme, notably “themed walks” linked to
historical, cultural or other points of interest as
well as Saturday and Wednesday walks
designed to be accessible by public transport.
The current Committee encourage our
successors to continue and build on this.
   We have also run our annual navigation course,
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with attendees from both NDWG and One Step,
and have published guidance for walk leaders
in order to correct some common
misconceptions and advise how leaders can
deal with some situations that may arise.
  Our weekends away continue to prove
popular (recent highlights: Salisbury /
Stonehenge, Glencoe, Berwyn/ Llangollen), as
do our quarterly conservation weekends that
enable us to put something back into the Peak
District working with the Peak Park
Conservation Volunteers.
     Our social programme over the past year
has been as varied and exciting as any time
since I joined the group. In addition to our
regular pub meets and monthly meals, we have
put on a Nottingham Treasure Hunt,
Nottingham cultural / historical day out and
numerous Tribute Band gigs at The Flowerpot
in Derby.
   So, our packed programme represents our
successes; what are the challenges?
Membership: over the past year or so, we have
noticed a decline, predominantly driven by a
reduction in the number of new members.
Communications: our ‘ephemeral’
communications (bi-weekly digest, Facebook)
are a great success, but can we do more to
promote the group? We will be advertising a
new Committee role to address this
Bandwidth: it takes a lot of work to make
NDWG as successful as it is and one or two
roles in particular are quite onerous as they
stand. Can we get enough volunteers to do
enough? It is also a struggle to get leaders for
walks and weekends at times.
   We have a few ideas for addressing these
challenges and trust that our successors will
brief future Area Councils that we remain in
robust good health!
   We conclude with a couple of Court and
Social announcements: On the theme of The
Next Generation, our former Chair, Jane Kirby
(formerly Townsend), gave birth to William on
September 1st. We would also like to
congratulate Andy and Lara of One Step (both,
of course formerly of NDWG and well known
to many of us) on their recent wedding.
Brendan Barnes - Chair

ONE STEP WALKERS
Having begun life three years ago with a
founding half dozen members One Step
Walkers is now a thriving well established
group with around a hundred and ten
members.
The walks programme in 2013 has been a
great success with Sunday afternoon and
Tuesday evening walks a great success across
the summer months, as was the summer
barbeque and picnic walk too, whilst
weekends away have included the now regular
May weekend in Hartington and the likes of
Chester and Coniston too. The Christmas Meal
in Mayfield is now an annual event too with
around 50 places already sold for the 2013
event.
Due to various reasons I was not able to
devote much time and effort to the group
during my third and last year as Chair. Thus I
would like to end by saying a very big thank
you to all of the rest of the committee for
keeping the group running so well throughout
2013.
Last I would like to with my successor as
Chair, Pete Morley every success; it is very
fitting Pete has become Chair as he was the
first new Ramblers’ member to contact me
about One Step Walkers and consequently join
the Ramblers a few weeks later.
Andy Rogers – Founder and Former Chair

RAVENSHEAD & HUCKNALL
During the past year we have continued with
our usual pattern of walks, i.e. alternate
Sundays and one Saturday a month.  In addition
Allan and Kath have kindly continued leading
a local morning walk on the last Tuesday of
each month.  The weekend walks have mostly
been in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire but
we have also ventured into Leicestershire,
Lincolnshire and South Yorkshire.  They have
varied in length from six miles up to a
maximum of 10 miles.
    The inclement weather last winter led to the
cancellation of three walks, and a further two
were changed for more local walks to suit the
wintry conditions.  The walks have been
reasonably well attended with an average  of
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10 walkers on each over the course of the year.
However, the numbers dropped off noticeably
during the summer months.  This may have
been due to holidays, but possibly because
several of our summer walks were lengthy, i.e.
nine to 10 miles which we are aware do not
appeal to some of our regular walkers.  During
the year we have produced two programmes,
each covering six months. It has been reasona-
bly easy to fill the programmes although we are
very grateful to several of our walk leaders for
contributing two, three and even four walks for
each programme.  Without their continuing
help we would inevitably struggle to maintain
our usual pattern of walks.
   Our membership figures have fluctuated
somewhat during the year with the latest
number from Central Office being 111, includ-
ing two new members whom we have been
pleased to welcome.  We were saddened to hear
that Michael Barber, one of Ravenshead’s
founder members, has recently passed away
after many years of ill health.  In June, three
committee members attended the Summer Fair
at St. Peter’s Church, Ravenshead as part of our
recruitment drive. We were indebted to Allan
Rogers for joining us and providing
slides/videos on his laptops.  There was a con-
siderable amount of interest in our stall includ-
ing one lady who enquired about family walks.
This was subsequently discussed at a commit-
tee meeting and we hope to experiment with a
‘child friendly’ walk early next summer.
    At our AGM last November Allan Rogers
stepped down from the committee after many
years of loyal service.  This resulted in three
positions becoming vacant.  Two existing com-
mittee members, Dick Brader and Geoff Rog-
ers, kindly agreed to take up the posts of
Membership Secretary and Footpath and Ac-
cess Secretary respectively.   As no-one came
forward to become our Secretary, Mick and
Margaret Sendall temporarily took on this role
in addition to their own duties on the commit-
tee.  However, during the summer, Brian
Culpin kindly agreed to become Secretary and
was duly elected onto the committee – he is
doing a grand job!

Our Annual Dinner was held at the Ramsdale
Golf Centre, Calverton on a very snowy Janu-
ary evening!  The meal was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended.  Unfortunately, most peo-
ple left immediately afterwards in order to get
home safely before the road conditions deterio-
rated further.  In April we held a social and
recruitment evening at Ravenshead Village
Hall.  (This was also postponed from March
due to snow!)  We invited the well-known Blue
Badge guide Margaret Harrison to give a talk
on the Dukeries.  Needless to say it was both a
very informative and amusing evening attended
by about 40 people.  Once again, Allan provid-
ed a laptop presentation.  Refreshments, includ-
ing home-made cakes, were served – and
greatly enjoyed.  During the year we have had
just one weekend away.  At the end of Septem-
ber, eight members went to Hovingham in
North Yorkshire.  The weather was glorious
which helped to make it a very enjoyable week-
end.
    The Ravenshead Group was founded in
November 1993 and we are holding two special
events to mark our 20th birthday.  Firstly, on
November 10th, Brian and Wendy Culpin will
be leading a repeat of the group’s first walk
which was in the Southwell area.  Our AGM on
November 15th will be followed by a social
get-together to which all present and past mem-
bers are being invited.  Currently, several com-
mittee members are busy tracking down past
members and an advertisement has been placed
in the Ravenshead Newsletter which is deliv-
ered to all homes in the village.  We are looking
forward to a great evening - and hopefully
another 20 years of walking!
Margaret Sendall

RETFORD
Our AGM for October 2012 was held at
Clarborough Village Hall.  A wonderful lunch,
provided by those attending, followed an
enjoyable short walk in the local area.  Walk
leaders gave their proposals for the walks
programme for 2013.  These included a number
in our own area as well as forays into the
Lincolnshire Wolds, the Peak District and North
Yorkshire Moors.  A good mix of walk lengths
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were included, we had short local summer
evening walks all the way to the other end of
the scale to 20 miles of The Beast of Bolsover.
The weather has been kind to us this year,
although we did need to change one walk in
January due to flooding.
   We arranged two holidays this year both
through Ramblers Holidays, in May to Settle
using the railway each day. The weather could
have been a little better but despite this every-
one enjoyed the walking.  In September a small
party set out to Shropshire for our second Hol-
iday and again good walking the highlight be-
ing the last day on the Long Mynd.
    Although membership has dropped slightly
during the year the number of members attend-
ing walks has stayed pretty constant. Our
Group welcomed James McGill, Area Groups
Officer and David Hunt, Area Chair to one of
our Committee Meetings earlier in the year.
Both parties agreed this had been a worthwhile
exercise for the Group. It was good to know
that other groups seem to be facing the same
difficulties as we are – a declining and aging
membership as well as a low percentage of
active members being the most common factors.
    Although the Group are short of a Footpath
Secretary we have been kept busy during this
year with two major issues affecting Rights of
Way.  The first being the Plevins Biomass
application at Elkesley, this being on the Robin
Hood Way.  This application has now been
turned down although an appeal may be lodged.
The second issue was the Maum Hill Wind
Farm application, an objection was lodged due
to the turbines having a serious adverse affect
on rights of way passing very close by.
     Our 2013 AGM has now taken place. A short
morning walk in the Rampton area was fol-
lowed by lunch, provided from Group Funds.
Raffle prizes were provided by those attending.
Walk leaders have submitted walks for the
programme which will be sent out to members
before the end of the year. Our Committee
remains the same as last year with the welcome
addition of a Footpath Secretary.
Sally Fraser - Chair

RUSHCLIFFE
Rushcliffe ramblers have continued their pro-
gramme of longer weekend walks and shorter
weekday walks throughout the year.  Total
membership is currently around 270, with an
average walk attendance of 21 - the latter figure
is similar for weekday and weekend walks.  We
have been away twice for weekends and once
for a longer holiday.  The Spring Weekend
Away was to HF Alnmouth.  It was very well
attended, with 50 members undertaking a wide
variety of coastal and inland walks in this spec-
tacular castled county.  On Friday we met up at
Rothbury for a pair of walks in the afternoon.
 After the walking, we moved on to our accom-
modation at HF Nether Grange in Alnmouth,
where we stayed for 3 nights.  There was good
food, films to watch and several good pubs in
Alnmouth.
    After the walks on Saturday we called in at
the Red Lion to rehydrate, only to find that
there was a town-wide power cut.   This pre-
vented HF from preparing the evening meal;
however, with commendable efficiency they
drove us into Alnwick for fish and chips at
Carlo's.   Fortunately the power had been re-
stored by the time we returned.  In the autumn
a smaller number went to Southwold and en-
joyed the quieter scenery.  The longer holiday
(our first extended break) was to the Isle of
Man in June; 20 ramblers enjoyed the trip, the
variety of island transport, walks in a new area
and of course some local hostelries.
      In addition we have set up social events such
as croquet and a dinner/cruise on the Trent
Prince.  The latter was one of the special events
to mark our 25th anniversary.  On Friday 25th
October we held an Anniversary Dinner at the
Notts Golf and Country Club, where we were
also entertained by Roger Pykett from Newark
who gave a fascinating talk on his modern
farming methods.  The following Sunday 44
Ramblers met at Radcliffe-on-Trent to repeat
the first walk that Rushcliffe Ramblers had
undertaken 25 years previously.  Not only the
same walk, but with the same walk leader, Les
Belson.
Jeremy Colls - Publicity Officer
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SOUTHWELL
Another busy year was brought to a conclusion
at our AGM on Monday 21st October a week
or so after a very successful weekend away in
Norfolk at the Beaumaris Hotel, Sheringham.
24 members disregarded the wet and windy and
went over for three days of walking organised
by Jean ably supported by Ann, Dinah and
Alan. Saturday’s walk was from Wells next the
Sea through Holkham Park and back. Sunday’s
amble started with a steam train ride along the
North Norfolk railway from Sheringham to
Holt walking from Holt station to the coast and
then back to Sheringham along the coast path.
Monday’s was a shorter walk from Burnham
Overy Staithe. After lunch in the pub we all
made our way home wondering how Jean had
managed to keep us so dry!
    Weekends away are a major part of our
annual programme and in the spring we spent
three days walking in the Lake District staying
at the Keswick Country Hotel. The weather was
typically unsettled with plenty of wind,
showers and sunny spells. Our first day’s walk
was from Seatoller, reputed to be the wettest
place in England and it didn’t disappoint, along
the west coast of Derwent Water returning to
Keswick in the afternoon. On the 2nd day some
participants caught the bus to Bassenthwaite
returning to Keswick via the Cumbria Way
below Skiddaw whilst the rest went onto
Castlerigg which provides great views across
Derwent Water. Sadly the third day’s walk was
cancelled because of the weather.
    The year had started with a walking trip to
the Patterdale Hotel in Ullswater. Again three
days walking was offered, the first took us into
Grizedale and Glenridding, the second
involved a boat trip on Ullswater to Howton
and then returning along the side of the lake to
the hotel, whilst a small party walked up to the
Knot and along High Street as far as
Thornthwaite Crag returning over Grey Crag.
Our final walk on this trip was over the moors
beyond Pooley Bridge.
Whilst the year is punctuated by our very
popular weekends away our normal fortnightly
Sunday walks continue throughout the year

regardless of the weather. A large proportion of
the active membership volunteers to lead walks
in Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Northants and
Nottinghamshire. Because of the willingness
for people to lead these walks are varied,
interesting and well attended. The summer sees
a similar successful programme of Friday
evening walks in close proximity to Southwell,
again involving a large number of leaders.
    The success of the group is centred on the
willingness of members to lead walks
notwithstanding the amount of planning,
recceing and responsibility that being a walk
leader involves. A similar involvement is seen
when organising our annual pilgrimage to
Tolethorpe, our summer BBQ and our
Christmas celebration walk and fuddle and
various ad hoc social events that are offered
from time to time.
   So yet again, a very successful year for
Southwell Ramblers marked by good walking
in beautiful and varied countryside in a friendly
and supportive atmosphere.
Dave Johnson

VALE OF BELVOIR
The key activities for another successful year
for the Group were as follows:
1. A full programme of 78 walks and a week-
end away were organised
2. We have had some good social events,
3. Supporting Ramblers policy at Area and
National level
     Overall we have had 46 walks in the summer
and 32 in the current winter programme with an
average turnout of about 16. A subjective ob-
servation would suggest that over the whole
year, about 50% of the Group go on at least one
walk, and approximately 60% are active and we
want to look at ways to increase this. Now
there’s no competition between Groups of
course, but we like to think that our Group, in
proportion to its size is one of the better ones in
the Area in terms of numbers of walks and
turnout.
   To produce the Walks Programme, we keep
to the same principles and format that have
served us well. Over a calendar month, say of
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four weeks, we will offer a pattern of walks of
one short, then one medium/long, then one
short/ medium, then one long.  Every month we
have a Wednesday day walk, usually a short
one (often with a pub/café lunch) or a medium
walk. Also, every programme usually has one
or two Saturday walks instead of Sunday for
members who have regular commitments on
Sundays.
     We had a discussion about members possibly
becoming a little more reluctant to drive longer
distances to the start of walks. The conclusion
would be to put on walks around our area, but
there are views both for and against this idea.
As we are a group with 120 minorities, the
answer is to continue to provide a half dozen
walks per programme in eastern Lincolnshire,
southern Leicestershire, and especially the
Peak District, depending on what walks leaders
volunteer. We will also continue to encourage
car sharing. Lastly, the other principle that we
have operated on is to always provide walks on
every opportunity where someone is prepared
to lead. This approach has covered Bank Holi-
day weekends. So over the festive season we
have a walk on the Saturday 21st December, on
the basis that there’s bound to be a few who
will be looking for an excuse to dodge the
Xmas shopping, and on Sunday the 29th as
some of us will be stir crazy by then.
   There were 18 on the weekend away in
Pickering. For anybody who is unfamiliar with
the area, it is really lovely with everything that
a rambler would want – good walks in all
directions, an excellent range of accommoda-
tion, ditto a choice of pubs, tearooms
(Botham’s recommended) and restaurants,
good weather (!), and … a steam railway! The
locomotive Sir Nigel Gresley was under steam
when we were there.
    Worthy of note also was the (non-residential)
Derbyshire weekend which one of our mem-
bers organises every year in summer. Over the
years many members have taken the opportuni-
ty to cover most of the Peak District.
In terms of turnout, there has been a decline
from an average of 20 in 2012, down to 16 in
2013.  Although the decline started with the bad
weather at the start of 2013 and there have been

wide variations, this has been another source of
on-going debate. The reasons that have been
put forward include
1. Ageing membership
2. Too much choice
3. Not enough short walks
However, as usual in the summer Programme,
we included our schedule of evening walks;
these were all short, and were less well attended
than those of previous years.  Walking may be
fundamental, but we join and walk with the
Group because of the social benefits. Last sum-
mer we had a BBQ, a combined Trent boat trip
and walk, and a skittles night.  All these events
were enjoyed by those who participated (and, it
didn’t rain!).
    We have a short walk before the Christmas
Lunch on the 15th December. Thanks to all
who are involved in making this what we are
sure will be an enjoyable occasion and give us
the opportunity to catch up with everybody in a
more relaxed way. And we look forward to
having 50 to 55 attend – a little less than half
the membership.
We always welcome non- members and work
to uphold our reputation for being open and
welcoming. We find this includes RA members
from other Groups as well as people from the
general public. A noticeable trend is the
number of people who come out with us who
find our walks on the web-site.  It is also
noticeable that whilst we worry about getting
fresh blood for the Committee we don’t have a
real problem getting walks leaders. And a vote
of thanks is due here to all those ‘sergeants’
around which our little army revolves.
In terms of membership, the HQ database and
membership financial management systems
now seem to be running fairly smoothly. Our
group membership has declined slightly
currently stands at 114, but although we lose
members over the year we do have a steady
input of new ones. It is noticeable, however,
that our recruitment reflects an ageing
population and the difficulty in recruiting
younger members, despite constant advertising
in the area. Does our experience compare with
trends nationally and with other Groups?
We make a consistent effort to publicise the
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Group and its’ walks by:
1. Adding our walks to Ramblers national
website
2. Mailing leaflets and posters to Parish
Councils in our area
3.   Sending a summary version of our walks to
local parish and village magazines.
4.  Promoting our walks to Rushcliffe Move
and Mingle Walking for Health.
This year we have created and added a QR code
to the latest posters which leads those with
smartphones direct to our walks on Ramblers
website.  Hopefully this will encourage more
(younger?) people to come and try out walks,
rather than having to write down or remember
a phone number and wait for a programme to
be posted. On the financial front we continue to
keep our head above water, thanks to the £2 per
head we get out of the £32 subscription.
Although our income was slightly down, our
treasurer was proactive in monitoring
expenditure which was reduced
proportionately. Like most Groups, I would
presume, our twin aims are that events are
organised to pay for themselves and secondly
and to balance income and expenditure over the
medium term. Given the cost of postage, the
Committee has decided that we will have
another big push on getting email addresses.
From winter 2014, the default position will be
that we will send that programme out as an
email attachment. However, for anybody who
wants a hard copy, they will of course still be
available.
Rab Bird

WORKSOP
Our 2012/13 programme commenced in April
and since then we have had a full and
interesting programme of walks including
weekly Sunday, twice monthly Thursdays and
Wednesday evenings in the summer. During
this time we have walked in Notts, Derbyshire,
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire. The numbers
attending are down on last year but we continue
to offer a varied programme suitable for most
abilities and keep members in touch with
regular newsletters.
    In April we held an evening in memory of

one of out previous treasurers Arthur Brinskey.
As well as performing his committee duties
Arthur was our club photographer and through
the years filled many albums with photographs
of group weekends, day trips and other club
functions. We invited members past and present
and an enjoyable evening was had reliving
happy times by the 24 members who attended.
May Day Bank Holiday saw 16 members
staying at Malham in the Dales. Despite the
mixed weather a good time was had by all, with
us exploring the local area by to walking to
Malham Cove, Gordale Scar, the dramatic
limestone ravine, and Janets Foss Waterfall.
Evenings were spent in the local hostelries
enjoying good local food.
    The first coach trip of the year was to Castle
Howard in June.  Although it was a day of
sunshine and showers both walks offered were
very enjoyable.  We walked around the estate
seeing the historical buildings including, as
well as Castle Howard itself, the Mausoleum
and the Temple of the Four Winds. There was
also time later to visit the house, shops and cafe.
Our day finished with an excellent meal at the
Four Alls Inn, 28 members attended. Summer
evenings were spent walking around our local
area, in good weather this year. After the last
meeting in August we had a meal at a local fish
and chip restaurant. Pickering was the venue
for our second coach trip and 23 of us had a
lovely day there. The weather was perfect. Two
walks were offered both giving great views of
the beautiful surrounding area and the North
Yorkshire Moors railway. It was a busy
weekend with many trains so both groups of
walkers were able to take a trip on the railway
with us all meeting up at Levisham Station.
Even today there is a certain something about
seeing a steam train, especially one named
‘Flying Scotsman.’  Back at Pickering there
was time to visit a Real Ale Pub and the day
ended with a fish and chip meal. Throughout
the year members have walked all the footpaths
in our area as part of the Parish Warden scheme.
This helps to keep NCC aware of any problems.
We now look forward to our Anniversary Walk
and the Annual Christmas Lunch.
Helen Willison
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THE FEATURES SECTION
Articles by members and guest writers

DES WHICHER: A TRIBUTE
By David Hunt, Chair Ramblers Nottinghamshire Area

“A lovely man”; “a great guy”; “a really caring man” – the
tributes poured in from all parts of society. However they were
probably best expressed by his daughter Dr Carol Austin: “my
father…was loving and kind; a patient tolerant and fair man of
great intelligence; an intellectual and cultured man with an
enormous knowledge of a great range of subjects”.
He was born in St Leonards on Sea on 27 July 1925, educated at
Dulwich College and Reading University where he graduated
with a BSc in Agriculture. However opportunities in agriculture
were scarce, so Des trained as a teacher and got his Post Grad
Certificate in Education at Exeter
His education had been interrupted by World War 2 and he was
called up in 1944, but hospitalisation and the end of the war
meant that he never saw active service. He was posted to the
Royal Horse Guards at Windsor and later served in Germany.
In 1971 he eventually arrived in Newark to take up a lectureship.
It was there through the Ramblers that he met Joan and they

married in 1983. His love of walking saw him lead many walks for the Newark Group, from
where he moved on to Area Secretary and a place on the Ramblers National Executive Commit-
tee. His walks were legendary for the pace at which he set off, leaving Joan shouting: “Wait for
me”. (I can empathise with that: rather like me and Chris Thompson!).

Des Whicher
1925 - 2013

He became a very active member of the Ne-
wark Labour Party and served both Town (20
years) and District (12 years). When he was
Chairman of Newark & Sherwood District
Council (1991-92), his charity of the year was
the then newly formed Beaumond House Hos-
pice for whom he raised £500. Years later he
was to die there and they looked after him great
care and thoughtfulness. They even made up a
bed in his room so that Joan could be with him.
    In 1995 he became Mayor of Newark and in
1997 when Joan was elected Mayor Des
became her escort. Although his allegiance to
the Labour Party was legendary, he was always
admired for his practicality and pragmatism. If
he believed something was to the benefit of his
beloved Newark and his constituents, then he
would step out of his party shoes. At the
celebration of his life in Newark Town Hall

was Michael Beaumont FCA, who was at one
time Chairman of the East Midlands
Conservatives. That says a lot about both men.
   He became a very dedicated Governor and
Chair of Barnby Road School. In 2010 he made
the brave decision that Academy status would
benefit the school. Although it was Tory policy,
he researched it and “the pragmatist eclipsed
the socialist” (Kevin Eveleigh OBE, Academy
Headmaster). His attitude was quite simple: “I
want the best for my Newark children and if
that is the way to get it, then so be it”.
Indeed he was so appreciated that the
Academy’s new extension has been called ‘The
Des Whicher Wing’ – a wonderful tribute to
such caring and dedicated service. I think he
would rather have liked that.

He did not expect a lot from life but he gave
a lot. He was not interested in material wealth,
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but pursued simple interests that demanded
thought and care but not money. He was very
well read with a love of books that extended to
a huge range of subjects. Late in life he
revisited Charles Dickens, whose sense of
social justice and exposure of society’s
unfairness was so close to Des’s own approach.
  Our monthly lunches were a wonderful
exploration of life and indeed a privilege. Often
he looked very serious but he had a delicious
sense of humour, which brought a cerebral
smile to speaker and listener alike.
     Des didn’t fuss preferring to find a solution.
He didn’t rant or lose his temper but with a
quiet authority put his views often quoting from
his extensive experience of what worked. A
blocked footpath was the nearest he got to
being infuriated, but it did not last long as he
soon buckled down to getting it sorted.
   He was a great family man. He had two
daughters and Joan had two sons. Between
them they had eight grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. He loved taking the local
ones on his famous Sunday walks – no doubt
striding ahead of them, checking his beloved
Pevsner for facts and telling them all about
nature from his encyclopaedic memory. He
loved his bus pass excursions checking
churches, indulging his passion for history and
walking round grave yards.
   He gave many hours as volunteer to the
Southwell Workhouse and many other causes.
He was hugely involved in starting the Friends
of Newark Town Treasures (FONTT). He
never gave up and did not take “no” for an
answer if he believed there was a solution. He
suggested that I should become a member of
FONTT but for some years with little income
but some capital, I would prefer to become a
life member rather than face up to more regular
outgoings. “So do you have life member

scheme?” I asked Des; “no” he said. The next
time I saw him he handed me a form and said
he had got the Trustees to agree to set up a life
member scheme! That was as ever ‘game, set
and match’ to Des.
   In his eightieth year, he re-commenced his
walking of the South West Coastal Path, having
previously walked from Minehead to Falmouth
in stages. So he then started walking with this
daughter and son-in-law from Poole to
Minehead. About 2008 he broke his ankle
when trying to step round some British Gas
works in Newark. Within six months he was
back walking the Coastal Path! It does rather
put out own little excuses in the shade. It was
always nice to get a note (sometimes with a
leaflet) from him telling me about some B&B
that he had found and liked. In 2010 when he
was 85 the family team reached Falmouth and
his project was finished.
   A little after that he was in Kings Mill
Hospital (Sutton in Ashfield) after they
discovered his cancer. I found him somewhat
‘chafing at the bit’ because when he was due to
be discharged they found that he had contracted
the MRSA hospital bug. He told me that he had
told them that he wanted to get out soon
because he needed to get started on the Norfolk
Coastal Path, which was his next project!
   The Newark Advertiser paid its tribute,
detailing his involvement to his beloved town
of Newark and summarised him with the
words: “Des was a well-respected and well-
liked member of the Labour Party”. He was but
he was much more than that. He was a
remarkable, great man that was a pleasure to
know. He was a lovely lovely man who
enriched the lives of many many people.
He passed away on 29 May, having faced his
last days with dignity and quiet acceptance that
were the hall-marks of his life.

  And from Alex Staniforth...
I first became acquainted with Des back in early 1988 when my wife and I (out of curiosity)
attended something called Area Council, which at that time was held in a dingy upstairs room at
the White Hart Inn at Ollerton.  Des, who was Area Secretary at the time, opened the meeting by
announcing that it could not officially proceed as they had failed to elect a chairman at the recent
Area AGM. He continued by asking the assembled forum of Area Officers and Group
representatives if anyone was prepared to become Chairman.  Total silence followed.  It was then
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I enquired what the job entailed.  Des
responded, as my memory serves me, along the
lines of ‘ensuring the meeting keeps to the
agenda and finishes in good time.’  I then
uttered the ‘fatal’ phrase: “Oh, I can do that!”
and within five minutes I had changed from
interested observer to become the Area
Chairman. And that’s how it all started.  In the
months that followed we struck up a good
working relationship, with me, the eager
novice, being tutored by Des into the workings
of the Ramblers Association (as it was then) at
Area and National level.
    It was during this period that Des laid the
foundations for the expansion of the Area
pretty much as
we know it today
for back then we
were near the
bottom of the
league as regards
numbers of
Groups; in fact
we had six at that
time, one of
which was on the
verge of folding.
Despite some
reservations, a
decision was
taken to form
three new groups
within the
Greater
Nottingham
conurbation,
which initially alarmed Nottingham Group who
feared that their membership would be greatly
affected.  However, this proved to be
unfounded as in the end little difference was
made to their numbers but the forming of
Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe Groups
resulted in the eventual recruitment of nearly
1000 new members and the rest is history.

    It was also during this initial period that Des
stepped down as Area Secretary after five years
in office after he persuaded me that I would be
a fitting successor (the smooth talker!) – a
position I filled for the next eight years!
However, this did not mean Des was forsaking
the Ramblers as he had been elected to serve on
the Executive Committee (now the Board of
Trustees) of the organisation, a job he did with
distinction for over a decade.  Though he was
deeply involved in local politics it did not stop
him campaigning on behalf of the Ramblers
and that was best illustrated when he led a
campaign to save Stapleford Woods, near
Newark being ravaged and despoiled by

extraction of
gravel and sand
during the early
1990s.
This culminated
in a rally on the
site attended by
a large number
of ramblers from
around the
county plus
speakers
including Alan
Mattingley, the
then CEO of the
Ramblers,
Paddy Tipping
and two
television actors
who at that time
resided in the

county. It also made the local TV stations.  The
campaign was successful; the aggregate
company withdrew and Stapleford Woods was
saved.
   Yes, Des was a determined and passionate
individual; one you could put your trust in, and
a good friend to have - even if I complained at
times that I couldn’t read his handwriting!

The Rally at Stapleford Woods 1990.
Des  is on the right (note the jumper with the Ramblers logo).
Next to him in the centre, looking thoughtful, is James Ellis of
Z Cars fame, and on the microphone is Chris Chittell of
Emmerdale  fame.  At the far left is Area President, Paddy
Tipping. Photograph Alex Staniforth

   And this final thought...
   And in the end, its not the years in your life that count . It’s the life in your years.
            Abraham Lincoln
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HS2: ITS EFFECTS ON THE COUNTY’S RIGHTS OF WAY
By Jim Norris, Area Countryside

It might appear that a very long term project such as HS2 would have few short term
implications for the Nottinghamshire Area of the Ramblers. Construction does not start for a

very long time and the actual trains seem like a far off vision that some of us may not see.
However, in October 2013 the Ramblers ran a Seminar at which the experiences of the
Buckinghamshire and Warwickshire Ramblers were shared and it became clear that in reality it is
a matter of great urgency for us in Nottinghamshire.
The national policy of the Ramblers on HS2 is
very clear. We are entirely neutral on whether
or not HS2 is a good idea. We have learned
from the experiences of the past. When we
opposed the building of motorways, the
motorways still got built. In many cases Rights
of Way were left as dead-end footpaths
finishing at the bottom of motorway
embankments or the top of cuttings with no
way through and no reasonable detour. We are
determined that this will not happen with HS2.
Consultation has already started on the project
and the proposed route largely determined. The
next stage in the consultation, regarding the
actual route, is completed in early 2014.
    The advice we have received is that there is
little point in objecting to the route. Because of
the speed of the trains the line has to be more or
less straight. It cannot be diverted to wind its
way round beauty
spots or the best
footpaths. All that
would happen if
the proposed route
were changed
would be that a
different set of
footpaths would be
severed.
    So we can regard
the route as being
already fixed, which means that we already
know that a very large number of Rights of Way
will be affected in Notts. Broadly speaking the
route follows a combination of the Erewash
Valley and the M1 Motorway. It passes close to
Strelley Church (apparently in a tunnel) and to
the west side of Hucknall airfield. The HS2
website provides maps.
    There are two separate but related issues.

What happens during the construction phase
and what will the permanent arrangement be
for Rights of Way? The decisions on these
questions will be made in the very near future
and once made may be difficult to change.
  The experience of our colleagues in
Buckinghamshire and in Warwickshire on
Phase 1 of the Project is that HS2 Ltd
recognises their legal obligations relating to
rights of way. But they do not share our
perspective of the purpose of a footpath or what
might constitute a reasonable alternative or
detour. A three mile detour to the nearest
proposed road bridge might seem like a good
idea to someone who is never going to actually
walk it.
    Nottinghamshire Area Council has decided
to be proactive and treat this as a matter of
urgency and priority. We have established an

Action Group and
are already poring
over the maps to
identify exactly
which rights of way
are affected. We are
looking to identify
what we would
regard as the best
alternatives from
the perspective of a
walker for each of

the crossing points. We will also be establishing
partnership working with any of the statutory
bodies involved. The experience of
Warwickshire and Buckinghamshire is that
we are unlikely to win in achieving our point
of view on every single crossing.  There are
such a large number of crossings (nearly 50 in
the case of Warwickshire) the cost of
crossings so high – there will be no crossings
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on the level with trains travelling at 200mph –
and there will be many technical problems. At
some point we may have to accept that there are
priorities either for detours during the
construction phase or as permanent
arrangements. It is important that we are quite
clear about the grounds for any compromises.

There is something all walkers can do to
help. We have been told that HS2 Ltd has
carried out “Usage Surveys” on footpaths in
Warwickshire. We don't know when this will
happen or indeed what they do with the data
they obtain. Do they use this to decide on
prioritising which paths should have

temporary diversions during construction? It
does seem reasonable to assume that it will be
better if there is clear evidence that the
footpaths along the line of the route are
frequently used and well maintained. Please
walk them!
     We are very keen to hear the views of any of
our members on how you see the impact of this
railway and which Rights of Way you think are
the most important to fight over.
    Remember, if your concerns are over whether
HS2 should be built at all, there are other
organisations who will be interested in hearing
from you.

THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE
By Linda Pitt, Vale of Belvoir Ramblers

Hello Folks, it’s good to be writing again and I’ve picked the perfect day to start, with the
wind howling and the rain lashing down.  It’s the kind of day when you can chill out in your

‘onesie’ with a hot chocolate and a Hobnob, knowing no visitors will venture out and not feel
guilty that you should be digging the garden, painting the fence or cleaning the car.
I love the seasons and that is why I find it so
great to be out walking the countryside in all
weathers and throughout the year. A walk can
look so different with the changing seasons and
farming landscape. Don’t you just delight in
tramping through the muddy ploughed fields
that make you inches taller and give those leg
muscles a good workout?
    Here in the Vale, we have a particularly
sticky variety of mud.  Recently I was lucky
enough to go to Southwell Ploughing Match
and Show, held this year at a farm in Blidworth
Dale, Ravenshead. It was in a beautiful setting
and the weather was lovely and sunny. If you
have never been I would highly recommend it,
as it is not only a very traditional country show,
it also highlights the development of
agriculture from horse ploughing through to
tractors with satellite guidance.  Within this
range, you get a rare glimpse of a steam-
powered plough, see a multitude of Vintage
tractors and the unorthodox Doe. (Doe tractors
are virtually two tractors joined together
together with the front wheels and axles
removed. They were expensive to maintain and
repair having two engines and two gearboxes
and difficult to manoeuvre).  I always find these

shows very nostalgic as I come from a farming
background but before I get any witty remarks,
I don’t remember ploughing with horses or
steam!
     The use of the plough however, is decreasing
in some areas where soil damage and erosion
are an issue. Conservation tillage as it is called
leaves the previous year’s crop residue such as
wheat stubble or corn stalks on fields before
and after planting the next year’s crop. This
adds organic matter to the soil as the crop
decomposes, reduces water loss by evaporation
and provides food and cover for wildlife. Also
due to fewer tractor trips across the field, it
conserves energy, reduces air pollution, soil
compaction, time and money.
     Conservation is very much a part of modern
agriculture and farmers, with some financial
incentives, are trying to right the wrongs of the
past. I remember collecting armfuls of cowslips
as a child from my father’s fields but then DDT
arrived and put paid to that. Today, precision
farming using satellite technology means
applying fertilisers is accurate to literally a few
centimetres across the whole field.
Interestingly though, a major new technology
has recently been developed by Nottingham
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University which enables crops to take nitrogen
from the air rather than using expensive and
environmentally damaging fertilisers. More
than three quarters of Nottinghamshire’s
farmland is looked after under environmental
schemes. Often you can see maize, millet and
sunflower plantations in the corners of fields,
which are there to provide winter feed for wild
birds. Hedgerows are not now trimmed
between the 1st March and 31st July to allow
birds to nest and farmers are encouraged to
plant more after the removal of so many to
create larger fields for the use of massive
modern machinery.
    All these things and many more, not least the
arrival of supermarkets on the retail scene and
EEC schemes, contribute to the constant
changing of our landscape and illustrate how
farming has had to adjust to the needs and
abilities of society.  Fields are such an obvious
part of the countryside but do we notice the
layout of them or what is growing beneath our
feet as we are walking?
     For those of you who love statistics; 64% of
the land area in Nottinghamshire is farmed, the
equivalent of 341 million 1kg bags of sugar a
year are grown, our cows produce 102 million
litres of milk, our hens lay 357 million eggs a
year, there are 72,822 pigs in the county and
6500 hectares of vegetables and potatoes,
enough wheat to make 61 million loaves and
enough barley to have made 288.6 million pints
of beer. £292 million was generated from all
livestock, crops and produce and 4000 people
are employed. Phew!
     We can also expect to see an array of salad
and vegetables including asparagus, spinach,
pak choi, Batavia and little gem lettuce, onions,
leeks, parsnips, cabbage, beetroot,
cauliflowers, swedes, Chantenay carrots and
strawberries and we are all familiar with the
colourful fields of oilseed rape and linseed and
sweet smelling fields of peas and beans.
Our livestock production is full of variety too;
with herds of outdoor pigs, free range poultry,
seasonal turkey production, beef and dairy
farms and flocks of sheep.
     More than 30% of the county’s farmers
produce energy from renewable sources. Solar

PV, wind and growing biofuels including
oilseeds for biodiesel and crops to “co-fire” in
our power stations like willow and elephant
grass (Miscanthus).
     Another very important statistic to us
walkers is the 5000+ miles of rights of way in
the County and we are very dependent on our
farmers keeping them open and in a useable
condition. By and large I would say they do a
pretty good job for us. I have never really
understood the logic of the very few who
remove waymarkers causing us delay and
accidental trespass.
   Nottinghamshire may not have the
spectacular scenery of its neighbours,
Derbyshire and Yorkshire but nevertheless it
has a pleasant one with its gentle rolling
landscape more closely akin to its other
neighbours Lincolnshire and Leicestershire.
The underlying geology has a strong influence
on the character of the landscape, not only
affecting landform, soils and vegetation but
also human activities dependent upon it. On the
map, Nottinghamshire is roughly the shape of a
diamond and can simply be divided into six
distinctive areas; the northern Carrlands, the
western Magnesian limestone ridge with its
coal measures, the Sherwood region comprised
of Bunter Sandstone, the Mercia Mudstone
farmlands, the Trent Valley and the Southern
Wolds and Vale of Belvoir.  Each of these areas
has a distinctive character and gives us varied
scenery to walk through.
     The Carrlands is a former wet landscape that
has now large arable fields criss-crossed with
drainage channels. Being low-lying, you can
expect to see wide views across to
Lincolnshire. It includes the lowlands of the
River Idle.
     As the name suggests, within the Magnesian
Limestone Ridge is where we find the highest
ground and where the rivers Ryton, Poulter,
Meden, and Maun rise. Here is found the lovely
gorge of Creswell Crags with its prehistoric
caves. Because of its coal measures and rivers,
it was the mining and textile industry that
created the modern landscape of this region. No
active mines remain and reclamation has
enhanced the area. It also includes the Erewash
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Valley ‘Lawrence country’ with its unexpect-
ed pockets of beautiful countryside.
    The Sherwood region is without doubt the
most renowned and distinctive area. It in-
cludes the historic Sherwood Forest and the
extensive parklands and estates of the Duker-
ies and runs northwards from Nottingham to
the lowlands of the River Idle. Although 90%
of the County’s heathland has been lost due to
agricultural intensification, coniferous planta-
tions, urban expansion and coal mining activi-
ties, we can see the remnant of it here with its
bracken, gorse and broom. The parkland land-
scapes of the Dukeries are very attractive and
often contain a variety of flora and fauna due
to their antiquity. The Dukes invested in the
development of agriculture with diversifica-
tion of crops, experimenting with fertilisers
and improving the bloodstock of farm animals
making the region the most advanced farming
area of the County in the 19th Century.
    The Mercia Mudstone farmlands are bound-
ed by Sherwood to the west and the Trent Val-
ley to the east. Due to its fertile clay soils, it is
dominated by agriculture and has a traditional
rural character. It is home to Laxton with its
medieval strip farming system and to the
‘Dumbles’, a regional word to refer to a wood
lined stream often in a steep sided valley e.g.
Lambley Dumble. Some oil deposits are found
in the area but not intrusively drilled. The

place names of Lambley, Oxton, Calverton
and Bulcote suggest the rearing of livestock
was once important. The County’s largest
commercial orchard is at Norwood.
    Within the Trent Valley, steep often wood-
ed cliffs are a feature and best developed at
Clifton, Radcliffe and between Gunthorpe and
East Stoke. A narrow band of riverside grass-
land is all that remains of a once extensive
tract of meadowland and pasture. The mineral
extraction industry has dug up considerable
areas to supply sand and gravel, leaving lakes
and ponds in the flood plain. Many of these
have been developed into nature reserves.
     The Fosse Way neatly divides the Wolds
and the Vale of Belvoir in the south. The
Wolds are of an undulating nature and are
bound by the River Soar, which forms the
County boundary in the West. The Vale is a
spacious landscape that extends into Leicester-
shire to the Belvoir Ridge. The Vale is famous
for its history of dairying and Stilton cheese
and as a grazing belt although much has now
been brought under cultivation. The landscape
has been affected by gypsum mining at Crop-
well Bishop and the former coalfield at Cot-
grave is now a country park. The Ruddington
basin was formerly an area of grass moorland
encompassing Barton, Gotham, Bradmore and
Bunny moors but has been drained, giving rise
to good soils and arable farming.

First came ploughing the land using animals...
heavy horses pulling a single blade plough took
many hours to cover one acre.  Horses were used
well into the 20th Century.

Photograph: Alan Pitt

Followed by... the multi-blade plough harnessed
between two steam  traction engines which
speeded up the process but increased the number
of men required to complete the work

Photograph: Alan Pitt
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Well I have run out of space, time and
Hobnobs, so I will leave you with this thought
written over 60 years ago: ‘Changes wrought
by man are tremendous in their speed and
extent compared with those made by Nature.’

All the photographs accompanying this feature
were taken at the 2013 Southwell Ploughing
Match and Show.  Thanks to Alan Pitt for
providing them - and Linda for another super
article about our county.

The motorised tractor heralded the true beginning
of mechanisation into agriculture spurred on by
the urgent needs of the Second World War.

Photograph: Alan Pitt

The unorthodox Doe Tractor: two units merged
into one; more power but difficult to manoeuvre
and maintain.

Photograph: Alan Pitt

Trent Valley Way Update
By Alex Staniforth

Readers may recall an earlier article that appeared in the Spring/Summer
2011 edition when I wrote that a new guide to the Trent Valley Way had
been published which included several revisions to the original route
notably a reduced overall mileage.  I also intimated that a new long-
distance trail tracing the River Trent from its source in the Staffordshire
Moorlands to its confluence with the Humber was being proposed and
that work was already in hand to make this a reality.  Of course it all
depended on funding, which in these recent times has been a major factor
and slowed down progress.  Nevertheless, a new section has now been
opened which joins up with the established trail in Nottinghamshire.
You are now able to continue northwards from the county right to the

Humber Estuary.  A pack of nine waymarked walks is now available (above left) from OnTrent
- see below for website. Although it states that the new section begins at Gainsborough it actually
begins at Littleborough in Nottinghamshire and follows the river to Gainsborough Bridge.  The
walks pack is intended be educational in addition to showing the route and the mapping is in
sketch form.  However, OS mapping (1:50000 scale) is available from the website to download -
in fact it shows the whole eventual 180 mile long trail.  For full details go to
www.trentvalleyway.org.uk which opens up as www.ontrent.org.uk and click on Trent Valley
Way Walking Guides for the above pack - you might be able to obtain hard copies - and Trent
Valley Way OS Maps.  Enjoy the walk.  PS The last section at Alkborough is well worth doing.

AROUND THE COUNTY
A review of recent news and events on countryside matters

Compiled by the Editor
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AND NOW...  A TOUCH OF SURREALISM

A Topical Joke for Ramblers… or Concerns of the Membership
HOT OFF THE INTERNET!

It is understood that Broxtowe Ramblers have developed an app. for VIRTUAL WALKS
on your PC.  Walk Leaders (those with verified telephone number, mobile phone number
and email address) will be able to provide, via the Walks Coordinator VIRTUAL WALKS
for all members who have Internet access.  Members will be able to do the most
strenuous of walks from their armchair, without the purchase of expensive walking
equipment.  They will have a choice of up to six VIRTUAL pub stops, covering those who
just like a drink to those who like a full-blown meal (these are available from your REAL
kitchen).
Yours in reality
A. Joke
PS   I have heard on the grapevine that an app. for mobile phones and tablets is ‘under
consideration’ for the very busy among the membership.
PPS More in-depth information on the above is freely available by ‘Snail Mail’ from the
address below.  Also, please send in your suggestions of For or Against basis - for
example:

For    Against
No parking problems          More pub closures
No traffic jams           Put on weight
Carbon footprint down

To:    A. Joke Esq,
         The Rambler
         Derbyshire
         DE           IS

YOUR PATHS NEED YOU!
VOLUNTEER TODAY

Our Rights of Way Network throughout the county is under threat following the latest
cuts at the County Council plus the longer term impact of the High Speed Train HS2.
Now more than ever we need to be vigilant and monitor closely our rights of way and

protect them for future generations.

You can play your part by becoming a Footpath Warden and
 take on a parish or two - more if you wish!

We have already a good nucleus of volunteers but increasing that number would be a
great asset to meet the task ahead

Contact Chris Thompson, Area Rights of Way Secretary at: ThompChris@aol.com
or telephone 07719 827808 for further information and registration
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JUST FOR FUN... SORRY NO PRIZES
What is this building, and where is it in Nottinghamshire?

After an absence of nearly five years the Area has made a comeback by exhibiting - and
promoting - the Ramblers at two major show events in the county during 2013. Following

our joint partnership agreement set up earlier in the year with Nottinghamshire County Council,
and complemented by the acquisition of some brand new exhibition material, in particular
new-pull stands, we were able to bring to the publics attention the joys and benefits of walking.
For more details see the Area Press & Publicity Officer’s Report (page 10)

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE RAMBLERS EXHIBIT AROUND THE COUNTY

Marian Staniforth and Jenny Fillingham helping to
engage the public at the Nottinghamshire County
Show held at the Newark Showground in May.

Barry and Barbara Cordery, Broxtowe Group and
Area ROW Secretary, Chris Thompson manning the
stand at the Moorgreen Show in August.






