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World War 1 Commemoration...remembering 1914
In the late summer and early autumn  Gedling Borough Council put on a
series of four afternoon events in the villages and countryside of Gedling to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the start of the First World War
These were titled ‘Poppy Walks...Tea and Talks’ and took place at
Bestwood, Woodborough, Newstead and Burton Joyce.  All the events
started at village war memorials for a short introduction followed by a led
village and countryside walk.  The walks ended at local community venues
with a traditional 1914 style afternoon tea, hosted and made by the W.I.  The
tea was followed by a dramatised talk presented by actor, Becky Matter who
told the hidden stories of Gedling Armed Forces families, village life and
loss during The Great War. This included readings of actual letters and
family records from that period - the writer (who attended all four walks)
was invited to participate in these moving interludes.  Two of the walks
were led by Gedling & Dukeries Chairman, Mick Rawdin   who commented
the events  were  well worth attending Alex Staniforth

A former Army Padre
addresses the attendees
at the war memorial in
Newstead Village
before the start of the
walk which included
Newstead Country
Park
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK...

SPRING 2015 ISSUE OF THE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE WALKER
For the last couple of years,The Nottinghamshire Walker has been produced annually,
just before Christmas, and has mainly consisted of notification of the AGM, Area
Officers Reports and Group Reports. A number of factors brought this about, including
getting enough material to produce the magazine and the cost of printing and
distributing it.
But this is about to change!
An electronic-only version of Nottinghamshire Walker will be produced next spring and
it will be available to download as a PDF from the Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers
website from 1st April. This is NOT a very early April Fool joke so get the date in your
diary and remember to check the Nottinghamshire Ramblers Area website on 1st April
2015 for the latest picture of what is happening across the County.
Keith Wallace, Deputy Editor

Welcome to this The Nottinghamshire Walker Special Edition 2014 (TNW).  Despite stating
categorically in the 2013 edition that it would be the last under my editorship I’m here

again, rather like a proverbial ‘boomerang’.  Why?  Because the Area Annual Report and
Accounts (AAR&A) have to be made available to all our members and it seemed to me that rather
than just produce the AAR&A as a stand-alone publication it was much better to incorporate it,
as we have done in recent years, in TNW.
And in the absence of anyone stepping forward to take up the editorship I agreed to go for it one
more time. Does this mean that this edition of TNW will be the last one?  Thankfully the answer
is… no.  There will be an edition in the spring of 2015 – see the announcement below – albeit
available only in electronic form and posted on the Area website.  I am pleased TNW is to
continue but tinged with a little sadness that no ‘hard’ copies will be produced at least in the
immediate future – but that may change.
At this stage, I have to confess that bringing this edition to fruition has at times been a personal
struggle; in truth, there was every possibility it would not be published.  And the reason for this?
In May I was diagnosed with Prostate Cancer, which came as a great shock and a life changer,
and any thoughts of TNW was put aside. Since then I have been undergoing intensive treatment
to counter the illness including an eight week period of radiotherapy which has just finished.
Hopefully it has worked and the results will be made known to me in March next year. At this
juncture, I would like to thank all those members who wished me well during this anxious period
and for their encouragement to overcome the illness.  It was much appreciated.
As regards TNW I made a commitment earlier in the year and was determined to see it through;
this is the result.  It also gives me the chance to get the excuses in: there are some imperfections
and no doubt some errors but I hope the end product comes up to pervious standards.  I would
like to thank all whom have made a contribution to this publication: Area Officers and the Groups
for their reports; individual members for a wide variety of articles and outside advertisers who
have provided their support.  In fact, I was oversubscribed with material even though we have run
to the maximum 40 pages. Regrettably, this means that some articles have had to be reduced in
size or, worse still, left out.  I have even had to exclude Area Contacts details though these are on
the website.  However, I am assured that the missing articles will be included in the all, new
Spring 2015 edition.
May I conclude by stating it has been a pleasure – and a privilege – to have edited this worthy
publication and wish my successors all the very best in their new venture.  And lastly – and you
will have to take my word for it – this is my final swansong.
Alex Staniforth – Editor
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THE ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2013-14
AREA CHAIR’S FOREWORD

By David Hunt

It is a fact that nationally (and in our Area) about 70% of our members have no regular contact
with the Group to which they are allocated. Anecdotally we know some joined because the

Ramblers is the only walking organisation that has spent any money (it runs into many £millions)
on keeping open paths (as one of the 70% that was my reason); others joined because it is an
environmental organisation and others because it campaigns for walkers.
No doubt there are many other reasons. Like
many people who joined years ago I was
allocated to a Group even though I would have
been happy just to have been allocated to the
Ramblers as a whole, or perhaps to the Area.
Moreover in those days many people did not
have email addresses or certainly were not
asked for them when joining. So that brings us
to the problems of communication.
Firstly the Groups feel that they should make
an effort to keep in contact with their 70%.
Some did that by sending out their walks
programmes with a newsletter, others by
distributing the Nottinghamshire Walker. Yet it
is a fact that our Geographical Groups are
experiencing an average ageing process that is
leaving them struggling to find walks leaders
(their main aim being the walks programme),
yet alone anybody to do anything else. As one
of the 70%, I can quite understand that and
indeed have much sympathy with them.
Incidentally our excellent Area Treasurer, Jack
Prust, is also a member of the 70% Club; I
found him at the bar (we are both real ale
people) at an accountancy conference not
through the Ramblers!
Secondly we did have, in The Nottinghamshire
Walker, one of the best Area newsletters in the
whole of the Ramblers.  Somehow (by a
mixture of postage but much by hand) we
managed to distribute it to all members. It was
fortunate that over the last 15 years we had a
succession of excellent and indeed visionary
editors (Alan Beverley, Geoff Rix and Alex

Staniforth). However at the beginning of last
year, Alex who is still heavily committed to our
Area work understandably decided to call it a
day although he did produce one edition that
included the 2013 Annual Report. Since then
we have not had an editor and hence we all only
receive the Annual Report edition. So with
apologies to every member but that is the
explanation. However if there is anybody out
there in the 70% (we’ve tried the 30%!) who
has desk-top publishing skills etc and willing to
help then please let me know. As it is, for this
year Alex is being helped by Keith Wallace
(Mansfield & Ashfield Group) and we thank
them both hugely for producing this edition.
Postage costs for matter other than simple
letters have risen faster than charity
subscriptions and for many organisations the
preferred and obvious (cheaper) choice of
communication is now by email. So if you
would like to send your email address to me or
our Area Secretary, Jenny Fillingham, we
promise not to flood you with information.
Indeed right now we would struggle to send
you much because, except for our Age Groups,
it is increasingly difficult to find volunteers.
Central Office is well aware of these problems
and working hard to address them. In the
meanwhile, thank you for continuing to support
our wonderful organisation. For me WALK
magazine, path protection and the website are
enough to keep me involved.  It is timely to
remind all of us that, without the tireless work
of our excellent Rights of Way (RoW) team
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THE RAMBLERS, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AREA
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sunday 1st February 2015
The Area AGM, hosted by our Mansfield & Sherwood  Group, will be held

at the Sherwood Forest Youth Hostel, Forest Corner, Edwinstowe
(SK624672) The centre will be available from 9.15 am onwards.

The business of the AGM will start at 2.00 pm prompt.

There will be two walks starting from the Centre, details as follows:
 A 6-7 mile walk  starting at 9.30 am
 For those arriving later a self-guided walk around the Visitor

Centre and the Major Oak - map available on the day

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available. We will be holding a raffle to help
offset costs (raffle prizes from members would be most welcome)

There will be a guest speaker from Ramblers Central Office.  Jackie Heyhoe is
the Walking for Health Programme manager and will speak on this subject which
is a  joint partnership between the Ramblers and Macmillan Cancer Support.

From 10.00am to 1.00pm  the St John Ambulance Brigade will be putting on a
three hour first aid course. Every participant will receive a certificate valid for three
years.  Each Group is invited to nominate one person to attend the course.

Youth
Hostel

...continued from page 5
and the Group RoW Officers, we would not be able to walk on many of the paths that we do.
Furthermore I would like to thank all our Area Officers, members of Area Council and Group
Officers for their dedicated contribution and also for making my job such fun.
Keep walking and keep healthy
David Hunt
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AREA SECRETARY’S REPORT
By Jenny Fillingham

I forgot when I volunteered to become the Area Secretary at the February AGM that I would
have to produce a report to let members know what had been happening over the year.

The first event I attended as Area Secretary was
the Ramblers’ General Council at the end of
March. I have attended several Ramblers’
General Councils and have enjoyed them but
never been a delegate with the power to speak
and vote on motions. Quite daunting but luckily
there were no contentious motions and Notts
Area had not submitted a motion. The other
visitors from Nottinghamshire Area helped
both Judith and I to vote the way that would
benefit the Area. I have forwarded any
information I have received to the relevant
Area Officers and Groups.
David Hunt, Chair, asked both Rod and myself
if we could attend the inaugural meeting of the
‘Friends of Gedling Country Park’.  We have
attended several of these meetings since and at
the last one were both elected as Trustees.  We
have made no secret of the fact that we are there
as representatives of Nottinghamshire Area
Ramblers and our aim is to make the park
accessible for all and to ensure that the rights of
way join up with an entrance to the park. The
official opening will be in March 2015 but
already the paths are looking less like
motorways and the wild flowers, grasses, trees,
wildlife are returning.

Together with Rod, Alex and Marian
Staniforth, Allan Rogers and James McGill I
have represented the Ramblers’ at several
shows this year.  We are quite good at erecting
the gazebo and setting up our displays (we even
find the best stall serving coffee). We have met
a variety of people and bought the existence
and work of the Ramblers to many more (we
are a presence and people notice us even if they
don’t come to talk to us). If you know of any
local shows where we could take our stand
please let me or Alex  know.
At the Area Chairs/Secretaries meeting I
attended on 1st October 2014 it was good to
learn what the Ramblers’ aims and objectives
are for the future.  The membership retention
rate has increased to 90% and efforts are being
made to improve communication.  The
Ramblers’ celebrates its 80th Anniversary next
year please look out for events to celebrate this.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for
what you are doing to promote walking and the
Ramblers’. Remember just walking on a
footpath is making a statement! (This footpath
is here and has been walked for years and I
intend for it to be here for the next generation.)
Happy walking to you all.

AREA MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
By Judith Anson

This shows a very welcome increase in Area numbers over the year and only a small fall
nationally. All Groups have recruited new members although the non-geographic Groups

(Notts & Derbys and One Step Walkers) continue to show the most consistent increases. The
growth of members “not in a Group” is interesting and unexplained.
. Please note that the new/reinstated figures
cannot be matched back as they do not show
numbers leaving. These figures may also
reflect a change of members between Groups,
so one Group’s loss is another’s gain.
Every member can now log in to their own
membership account on the Ramblers website.
This means they can change their details,
address, Group, etc. Members have to register

at https://www.ramblers.org.uk/register.aspx
Then they can log in to their account at
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/login.aspx
Although this is communicated to all new
members, the communication with existing
members could have been better. Groups will
be aware that they never actually meet about
70% of their members. Details of these
members are therefore unknown but Ramblers



Page 8 The Nottinghamshire Walker - Special Edition 2014

AREA TREASURER’S REPORT
Accompanying Notes to Statement of Accounts

By Jack Prust

would be struggling if they decided to leave.
Area has proposed to Central Office that a
survey be undertaken of these members to
understand their reasons for joining, why they

remain a member, their age profile, etc. At the
time of writing, we are waiting for a formal
reply to the proposal but hopefully I will have
an update at the AGM in February

Annual Accounts
September 30th 2014 marks the end of my first full financial year in office and the accounts show
a loss over the period of £1,288 offset by excess income in 2012-2013 of £1.5K. Now that I am
more confident and knowledgeable about the affairs of the area, the budget for 2014-2015 has
been aimed at breaking even.
Annual Budgets
The annual budgets for 2014-2015 have been submitted to central office and have been agreed.
This means that all groups will be receiving the amounts they have requested for the year, and the
first payments have already been made to the groups in early November.
Annual Returns
I have now received all of the annual returns for 2013/2014 and these have been forwarded to
central office. Many groups have already sent in their accounts with the independent verification
required, and the deadline for these has been set at 31st January 2015.

GROUP NEW AND
RE-INSTATED
IN YEAR

TOTAL AT
1.10.14

TOTAL AT
1.10.13

Newark 21 129 134
Nottingham 39 343 343
Retford 5 76 84
Ravenshead & Hucknall 12 114 111
Worksop 7 88 83
Rushcliffe 36 289 269
Broxtowe 19 254 273
Gedling & Dukeries 25 259 262
Mansfield & Sherwood 17 83 82
Southwell 4 67 71
Collingham 10 57 53
Vale of Belvoir 13 97 113
Notts & Derby Walking Group 56 239 222
One Step Walkers 30 117 108
Not in Group 27 32 21
Area Total 2244 2228

 National Totals: 1.10.14 107,584, 1.10.13 107,623
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TREASURER’S REPORT
By Jack Prust

RA Notts Area (Reg Charity No 1093577)
Statement of Accounts for the year ended 30th September 2014

Income 2013-14 2012-13
 £    p £    p
Funding from CO   5,029.00 7,166.00
Advertising 150.00 348.00
AGM raffle proceeds 51.00 -
Bank Interest 6.95 6.53

 _______ _______
Total Income 5,236.95 7,520.53

Expenditure 2013-14 2012-13
 £    p £    p
Payments to Groups 3,339.00 3,510.78
The Notts. Walker
Printing 782.90 974.33
Postage 45.60 20.00
Stationery 10.50 3.25
Ink Cartridges 45.99 20.98
Travel 28.28 36.40
Prizes - 30.00
Computer Repair - 40.00
Publicity
Broxtowe 25th Annvsry 200.00 -
Advertising NGWP 200.00 150.00
New Exhibition Eqpt 165.96 -
Casework (Footpaths)
Travel 369.50 50.96
Room Hire AFP Mtgs 120.00 120.00
Photocopying 11.04 -
Meetings
Travel 331.96 608.56
GC Visitor expenses 54.20 -
Room Hire for AGM 65.00 -
Photocopying 75.60 110.02
Room Hire (exclg AFPs) 155.00 120.00
Administration
Postage, Stationery&
Telephone 468.00 149.84
Other Expenditure
Subscription to CPRE 34.00 34.00
Subscription to PNFS 22.50 22.50

Total Expenditure 6,525.03 6,001.62
 ________ _______
Net Surplus/(Deficit)  (1,288.08) 1,518.91

Balance Sheet as at 30th September 2014
2013-14 2012-13

 £    p £    p
Funded by
Reserves as at
1st October 6,728.34 5,209.43
Surplus(/Deficit)
for the Year (1,288.08) 1,518.91

5,440.26 6,728.34

2013-14 2012-13
Current Assets £    p £    p
Unity Trust Bank
(Unrestricted Account) 6,199.29 7,393.30
Unity Trust Bank
(Restricted Account) - -
Current Liabilities
Unpaid Bills 44.25 440.85
Accruals 714.78 224.11

Net Assets 5,440.26 6,728.34
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AREA RIGHTS OF WAY SECRETARY’S REPORT
By Chris Thompson

This year has been an eventful one: success and frustration sums it up. First to the fore were
the budget decisions made by the Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC), which resulted

in further cuts to staff and finances in the Rights of Way Section of the Countryside Access Team
(CAT) following on from the savage cuts to that department by 50% in 2010. This time the cuts
are being made to the Definitive Map Team which will see the loss of two posts in that section
and a reduction in overall funding for the department as a whole. This could not have come at a
more critical time considering the backlog of Definitive Map Modification Orders (claims for
new paths to be put on the Definitive Map) and Public Path Orders (diversions and other legal
orders) that require attention. On top of this it had been proposed to take the responsibility of
maintaining the Definitive Map out of the hands of the CAT.

At this point I would like to thank our Area
Chair, David Hunt for his dedicated
involvement working with the Ramblers Area
Rights of Way Committee (AROWC) to seek
ways of engaging with the Highway Authority.
The AROWC has been angered by the
decisions of the County Councillors and praise
the Area Chair's efforts to connect with the
appropriate officers at NCC informing them of
the consequences of the new cuts. The
AROWC are determined to make sure
politicians are fully informed of their statutory
duties as the Highway Authority and pressure
will be applied by us to see that long term rights
of way issues are dealt within a reasonable time
scale, else we are minded to serve legal notice
on the NCC which could ultimately end up in a
magistrate’s court. This could be a step too far
for the local authority as it would prove costly
for them to contest every case, so we hope this
‘deterrent’ will result in councillors
reconsidering their earlier decisions and
provide the necessary staff to complete the
outstanding backlog.
Second, I am delighted to inform members a
report is being prepared for the Area Council
October Meeting recommending the adoption
of the District Coordinators (DCs) scheme.
This establishes a completely revised
consultation process whereby in addition to an
Area Rights of Way Officer, who will head up
the project, the county will be served by several
District Coordinators (DCs):, the current set-up
is as follows:
 Bassetlaw – Stephen Parkhouse

Mansfield & Ashfield - Keith Wallace
Newark & Sherwood – James McGill
Rushcliffe – Martin Smith

Currently Broxtowe, Gedling and Nottingham
are without in-post officers; the writer is
temporarily overseeing this role at present. It is
hoped we can recruit members to take up the
vacant posts.  Please contact me at
Nottsrow15@connect.com if you are
interested. Additionally, Allan Rogers is the
Area Information Officer who passes all
consultations and relevant information to the
team.
There is no doubt in my mind this new
consultation process will be a considerable
improvement over past practices by having an
officer working with the Groups and members
on all rights of way matters in the local areas. I
must emphasise that Group Footpath
Secretaries will be paramount to the success of
this new scheme with the DCs able to assist and
advise Groups ensuring rights of way issues are
dealt with efficiently and effectively. I offer my
sincere thanks to the current District
Coordinators for their enthusiasm and hard
work in bringing about this new rights of way
consultation process.  Lastly, we are indebted
to Martin Smith who continues to receive rights
of way problems from members/groups and
passing them on to the CAT.  Martin has done
an excellent job over many years in this role
establishing a good working relationship with
CAT.  Thank you Martin.
                                       Continued page 11...
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...continued from page 10
Summary of Rights of Way work
undertaken in  the county 2013/14

Highway Orders and Planning Applications:
Thanks to everyone involved in this by looking
through planning applications and highway
orders for diversions, extinguishments or
creations etc.
Selston Fp72:
This longstanding footpath issue became the
subject of an Extinguishment Order and
subsequently went to a Public Inquiry.
Regrettably despite an excellent presentation
by the members of the AROWC with limited
support from local residents the Inspector
confirmed the Extinguishment Order. Sadly, a
few days before the inquiry we heard of the
death of Mr Frank Wood who, over a period of
more than 40 years worked tirelessly to have
this path put on the Definitive Map and
succeeded in 2007 following a public inquiry.
But mistakes and indifference by NCC allowed
development to take place, which resulted in
the path passing through the gardens of the new
homes. Pressure from local residents and
councillors called for the path to be
extinguished. This can only be seen as an
injustice; the Ramblers and Mr Wood did their
best to see save the path.  A debt of gratitude is
owed to the gentleman for his years of
endeavour to save the path.
Sustainable Transport:
We have all witnessed over the last few years
the large increase in cycling in the countryside.
This has come about through Government
pressure resulting in local authorities spending
large sums of money on providing cycle routes.
We accept this brings benefits to walkers
allowing better connectivity and reduced
dangerous road walking. The introduction of
the Erewash Valley Trail provides many
opportunities to improve your walking options
in this area - see www.erewashvalleytrail.co.uk
The extensions to the Nottingham Tram system
will provide access to new walking/cycling
links to enhance your walks. NCC has added
new cycling/walking routes on former mineral
railway lines: at Bilsthorpe linking in to

Sherwood Forest (Clipstone Woods and links
to Sherwood Forest Country Park and
Sherwood Pines; it also links to the Southwell
Trail).  Also Phase 1 of the former railway line
off the B683 near Goosedale Farm linking to
Bestwood Country Park and Hucknall. We
await Phase 2 which will link Burntstump and
Calverton.
If you are aware of any other existing
sustainable routes or projected new ones please
contact me at nottsrow15@outlook.com; thank
you.
A46 and A453 Updates:
During this last year NCC has been working
hard to ensure all rights of way links on the
new section of the A46 are open and available.
Thank you for your efforts to achieve this. See
the Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers website
which has a report detailing all the links. As
regards the A453 road from Clifton to M1
Junction 24 presently being dualled and due
for completion in 2015 NCC are endeavouring
to avoid the problems opening up the rights of
way as experienced on A46.  We hope all the
rights of way (ROW) will be fully available
when the road opens.
Railway Crossings on the East Coast Main
Line:
We are currently undertaking consultations
with Network Rail over their plans to close all
at grade crossings in the county on this line.
This will involve several ROW either being
extinguished or diverted to existing bridges
crossing or another suitable crossing point.
Acknowledgements to Jim Norris, Area Coun-
tryside Officer and Retford and Newark &
Sherwood Groups for taking on this issue,
which it is hoped will be satisfactorily re-
solved  without detriment of the ROW user.
Paths Warden Scheme:
Thanks to our Groups notably Worksop,
Mansfield & Sherwood and Newark who have
recruited members prepared carry this scheme
forward. Up to date Definitive Maps should be
available in 2015 enabling both Broxtowe and
Gedling Group to join the scheme.  Please
contact your District Coordinator/Group Foot-
path Secretary for further details.
                                    Continued on page 12...
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Ramblers Working Locally:
This project has been in operation for many
years and forms the database for rights of way
in the Nottinghamshire Area. Regrettably in
recent years it has not been supported by the
Groups. The main problem: Finding someone
prepared to input new survey data into a
computer database programme. A plea: Is there
any member or one of their friends prepared to
come forward and volunteer to take on this task.
As regards outstanding surveying; apart from
Rushcliffe and Newark & Sherwood the
majority of the county has been surveyed.
Once all surveying is completed the database
will be established and then updated from
surveys obtained via the Warden scheme.
Please contact the writer at
nottsrow15@outlook.com or telephone:
07719827808

Adding new Rights of Way (ROW) to the
network, formerly the Lost Ways Project:
It upsets me greatly that another year has
passed without the Government passing into
law the Deregulation Bill as per the
recommendations made in 2008 by the
Stakeholders Group to proposals to resolve all
matters in respect of additional protection for
recorded rights of way and protection from
extinguishment for unrecorded ROW. The
Government did publish a draft Bill in 2013
leaving the impression that the full Bill will
soon become law. It is understood there are still
disagreements to be overcome causing a delay
to projected completion date. To me it looks
like this project will not be achieved unless this
bill becomes law soon. I hope Ramblers Central
Office take a leading role in seeing the matter
is resolved quickly and local authorities are
fully geared up to receive definitive map claims
before the cut-off date 1st January 2026.
In Nottinghamshire, I can report a great deal
has been accomplished claiming definitive map
claims; however, there is still much to do
before completion.
Herewith sample ROWs that has been added to
the Definitive Map. Their inclusion improves
the connectivity of the ROW network and
informs members how important this project is

to us all:
Stephen Parkhouse via his Sherwood Forest
Project has added the following new path:

1) New Buildings Lane, Clipstone (Parliament
Oak, Peatfield Lane SK 576659 to the River
Maun SK579643).
He has other claimed paths but they are not yet
confirmed but hope is this will happen in 2015.
The writer has several claims throughout the
county; the selection below is now available:

1) Widmerpool near Thorpe Lodge Farm
SK618264 to Widmerpool village near sports
ground SK632278

2) Calverton: Georges Lane SK608490 to
Ramsdale Hill near Spindle Lane SK603484

3) Haughton: from Conjure Alders SK660721
to Haughton SK678727

4) Treswell to West Burton along the
Catchwater Drain SK790797 to SK806858
links to River Trent.

5) North Leverton SK784775 to North
Leverton Windmill SK775820
I am currently preparing a list of all Definitive
Map claims that have been confirmed. This will
be posted on the Nottinghamshire Area
Ramblers website during the course of 2015.
These cover a number of years, in fact date
back to when the original scheme, under the
auspices of The Countryside Agency, was set
up in 2004.  It was later transferred to Natural
England who, in 2008 set up the Stakeholder
Working Group and whose recommendations
are still to be implemented via the Deregulation
Bill going through Parliament.

Finally, thanks to everyone who have assisted
us this year to improve our ROW network.
Again thanks to David Hunt, our Area Chair
and Paddy Tipping, Area President for his
support, and, of course to our District
Coordinators, Group Footpath Secretaries and
active members – our foot soldiers on the ROW
network.
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What the Countryside Role is about
The Ramblers provide a handbook of
‘Guidance for Area Countryside Secretaries.’
This provides the following useful concept with
regard to countryside protection; it often helps
to think about ‘the view from the footpath.’ The
goal is two-fold: to enhance the countryside by
supporting positive sustainable projects; to
protect it by opposing potentially intrusive or
damaging developments and plans. It occurs to
me that we seem to be forced by circumstances
into concentrating on the protecting role.

Planning Strategies
One of the key ongoing processes is the
implementation of the Coalition Government's
policy of liberating the planning process in
order to support economic growth. An example
of this is the changes that occurred to the
Aligned Core Strategies for Gedling,
Broxtowe and Nottingham City. There is now
a presumption that ‘proposals can be approved
wherever possible’; there is no longer a
‘precautionary principle’ relating to building
on flood plains and it is no longer incumbent on
developers to ‘robustly justify’ why full
compliance with policy requirements is not
viable or feasible. On your behalf I submitted
objections to these changes. As the Aligned
Core Strategies start to be accepted there is
increasing concern at some of the huge housing
projects that are included at places such as
Toton and Teal Close Netherfield

On your behalf I submitted the following
comments on the Mineral Extraction Plan:
A proposal that ‘in circumstances should a
temporary or permanent diversion to a Right of
Way be implemented as permissive?’
A statement that ‘we are opposed to the
development of Fracking within the County.
We would urge that specific reference is
stressed about additional controls relating to

any proposals for Fracking.’
A comment that ‘at its edge the Green Belt
merges into suburban housing developments.
Waste extraction tends to creep onto Green Belt
and become increasingly intrusive on people's
property.’
One surprising feature of the Mineral
Extraction Plan is that as part of the
Consultation Process, Developers proposed
that additional extraction sites get added to the
Plan. One of these additions, the proposed
Gravel Pits at Barton-in-Fabis, has proved to be
controversial but there are others in the County,
including one at Averham. Ramblers are not
opposed to Gravel Pits as such – in fact in the
long term they can enhance the environment.
Because we had commented on the
Nottinghamshire Waste Management Plan
DEFRA invited us to comment on the National
Waste Management Plan. On your behalf I
submitted the following comments:-

The Plan should preclude building on Green
Belt or in open countryside.

he Plan should specify further Green Belt
protection.

The Plan should specify that facilities should
only be located within a flood plain where there
are no reasonably available sites in areas of
lower risks of flooding.

HS2: The High Speed Lines to the North
The approach being taken by the Ramblers has
been learn from our lessons from the period of
motorway building when we fought the
building of the roads and failed to concentrate
on protecting the footpaths.  In the case of HS2
we are concentrating very much on ensuring
the minimum damage to the rights of way
network in Nottinghamshire. We carried out an
intensive review of the proposed route through
Nottinghamshire, poring over maps in ever -

This is my second Report since taking on this role following the AGM in February 2013. I am
still a bit surprised to find myself actually reading documents such as the “Mineral Extraction

Plan” the “Aligned Core Strategies” and the National Waste Management Plan

AREA COUNTRYSIDE OFFICER’S REPORT
By Jim Norris
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increasing detail. We came to view that some of
us had not anticipated – that the proposed route
is surprisingly close to the one that would fit
best into the footpath map. We made a formal
comment under the formal consultative process
in which we expressed our endorsement for the
route. We indicated the importance of ensuring
that reasonable replacements are made for all
the Rights of Way in the County – plus one that
is actually in the City of Nottingham. We have
indicated that we regard ourselves as the best
placed organisation for working with HS2 to
ensure that the interests of walkers are
protected. The situation at present is that the
consultative comments – thousands of them –
are being reviewed by a Parliamentary
Committee. It looks as if a decision will not
occur from this due process until after the
General Election. However, recent political
statements suggest that subsequent progress
might be rapid.

Planning
We submitted an objection to the development
of a new clay quarry at the Dorket Head Site,
partly on the grounds that we do not accept any
replacements by Permissive Footpaths and
partly because the Planners need to be kept
aware of the significance of industrial site
development on Green Belt Land on the edge
of towns. On the positive side the development
of the quarry will mean the cessation of the
landfill site for the duration of the quarry
working. Our Meetings with Ibstock Ltd who
run the site proved to very positive. A bit to our
surprise, they turned out to be a very
responsible organisation that listened politely

to what we had to say and made several
appropriate adjustments.
The saga relating to the proposed open cast
coal/firebrick plant at Shortwood Farm, Cossall
grinds on. In spite of the clearly identified
environmental damage that will be caused, the
Secretary for State overruled the previous
decision and gave approval for it. It should be
noted that approved project, including site
renewal would be completed in 5.7 years. To be
fair it should also be noted that, as is usually the
case with open cast, the renewal plan is very
comprehensive and responsible.
Another saga has been the proposal for a
biomass plant at Eckersley.  The position at
Crookhill became complex. Having had their
application for a biomass plant rejected,
Plevins resubmitted an application to remove
the designated lorry parking area and to use part
of the area for timber storage and processing.
Rather intriguingly part of the justification for
this was that they had planning permission for
a screen to mask the wood stack without any
actual requirement to build the screen. In spite
of the illogicality of the proposal and the
widespread objections it attracted, the Council
approved it.
I fear that with the change in emphasis in the
planning regulations such tales may become
increasingly common. On the other hand it
would be nice to think that open dialogue with
organisation such as Ibstock at Dorkett Head;
EDF Energy Renewables at Maunhill; and
Network Rail with regards to the East Coast
Main Line Level Crossings, may present a way
forward

AREA PRESS & PUBLICITY OFFICER’S REPORT
By Alex Staniforth

At the beginning of the year the prospects for exhibiting at major events around the counter
seemed very limited.  Several unrelated factors arose, a sign of the times we have been

witnessing over the past few years.
The reasons being: Falling attendances over
recent years and, of course, the financial
implications plus a notable lack of support
from exhibitors.  That left the Southwell
Ploughing Match and Show, held on the last
Saturday in September, as the only high value

event we could attend and that was by no means
certain as it needed the input of the NCC which
failed to materialise in 2013 and consequently
we missed out. However, not all was doom and
gloom as we had an invitation from Gedling
Borough Council (GBC) to exhibit at two of
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their annual events namely, the Arnold
Carnival and the Gedling Show.  Further, the
NCC was keen to continue our joint partnership
and not to miss out on the Southwell Ploughing
Match and Show this year. They responded
positively and offered to make all the necessary
arrangements with the show’s organisers.

The first of these, the Arnold Carnival, took
place over the weekend of 14th-15th June.  We
used all our own equipment including our
rather spartan gazebo.  Despite the odd shower
and being breezy at times we survived.  I am
extremely grateful and cannot praise too highly
Jenny and Rod Fillingham, and my wife Marian
who made this event possible.  It is pleasing to
record our stand attracted quite a bit of interest;
even the former mayor of Gedling came onto it
with a footpath problem! What the event did
highlight was the inadequacy of our existing
gazebo and consequently at the Area Council in
July permission grated to purchase a new, more
substantial, fully protected gazebo.
This has duly happened and the new equipment
was first aired at the second event, the Gedling
Show held on the Summer Bank Holiday
Sunday; it justified the investment.  As regards
the show itself, this was considered a success
from our point of view; a pleasant sunny day
ensured plenty of visitors to our stand and in
quite a few instances a keen interest in the work
of the Ramblers was forthcoming.  The stand
was manned by stalwarts Jenny and Rod
Fillingham, Marian and Alex Staniforth.  The
GBC was very pleased with our presence at the
two events and conveyed their sincere thanks to
that effect and hoped we would participate
again in 2015 to which we answered positively.
A second opportunity to display our new wares
took place on Saturday 27th September when
we attended for the first time the Southwell
Ploughing Match and Show.  This was held on
Severn Trent land at Bulcote Farm, near Burton

Joyce in Gedling Group’s Area.  It was a long
day but again we attracted the public’s attention
especially in the afternoon.  On the downside
the day was marred by traffic gridlock on the
roads leading to the show and was not resolved
for some hours, in fact it was reported that
many turned around and went home.  A pity
really for what is, our the opinion, a premium
event to flag up the work of the Ramblers;
indeed we some more than positive favourable
comments from the farming sector, even the
former chairman of the Rights of Way
Committee of the Nottinghamshire County
Council whom we had problems in the past
spent a spell at the stand and spoke up in praise
of the Ramblers and their work on the Rights of
Way network!  Again, thanks go to our
members who gave their time to serve the cause
notably Jenny and Rod once more, Allan
Rogers, James McGill and the writer.
Now we have upped our game it’s time to make
our presence known far more in the county. To
this extent, a small committee is to be formed
with the aim of achieving this objective.  This
means attending more functions and events and
we ask Groups and members to inform us if
there is something in their area where we could
promote ourselves.  Please give this some
serious thought and if you hear or know of such
an opportunity then contact any of the above
who would be pleased to hear from you.  Also,
we would welcome new volunteers to come
along and help promote the association by
serving on our stand.  It would be to our
advantage if this could include some members
of our 20-30s Group.  In anticipation I thank
you all for your support.
And finally, both Brian Palmer, Broxtowe
Group and I continue to write articles on a
four weekly basis for the Nottingham Post
Weekender section on a wide range of walking
related matters with an emphasis on Ramblers
work nationwide where possible.
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Introduction
This is an abridged version of an informal
survey of Nottinghamshire Ramblers following
my appointment as Groups Officer in 2013.
David Hunt had just been appointed as our new
Area Chair and we decided to visit as many of
the Groups as possible.  Please be aware that
what follows is written entirely by me and any
comments are not necessarily representative of
central Ramblers policy, nor the views of Area
Council.

The Groups
Nottinghamshire Area is made up of 14
Groups, with a small number of members
described as “Not in Group”. Most of the
Groups are locality-based but we have two that
are age-based - the Notts & Derby Walking
Group with an upper age limit of age 40 and the
One Step Walkers for members aged 40+ The
Groups vary in size from Nottingham (300 plus
members) to Collingham (approximately 60
members).

The meetings
Most Groups responded positively to my
suggestion of a meeting although one Group
stated that they were not interested. I also lost
contact with One Step Walkers, probably
because most of their activities are centred in
Derby.
I was therefore able to meet twelve of the
groups in late 2013, mostly by tagging on to
routine committee meetings, in a variety of
venues including village halls, pubs and private
houses. My "meeting" with one of the smaller
Groups took the form of joining them on a
Sunday walk.

Social aspects
I was struck by the cohesion and camaraderie
of virtually all Groups. It was obvious that the

Group is important to the social life of its active
members – there was a wide range of activities
on offer, including theatre visits, treasure hunts,
birdwatching, country dancing,  – an endless
list! The Group also acts as a social forum for
single people to meet others and provides a
ready-made circle of acquaintances for people
who have recently moved into an area. It also
provides ideal opportunities for people to go
walking who might not have the confidence to
strike out alone.

The walks
All Groups organised an array of interesting
and varied walks, including themed and
challenge walks. Introducing walks of varying
length sometimes caused friction as did
attempts to circulate leaders’ telephone
numbers. Some Groups were finding it difficult
to recruit walks leaders but larger Groups with
formal procedures for organising walks fared
better.

Communication with members
Nearly every Group had a written walks
programme, usually containing “extras” such
as a chairman's message or a form for reporting
footpath problems. Email was used to a very
limited extent although one Group sent out
regular reminders before a walk. The
percentage of recorded email addresses for
members varied widely. Every Group had an
“electronic presence” of some kind but there
was wide variation. Two of the Groups had
recently updated their website with help from
Central Office and their new site was based on
the national website. Some of the websites
looked rather dated and contained little
information. Several Groups did not have a
dedicated site but were hooked onto the Area
website. The Notts and Derby Group site was
particularly lively with a stimulating blog on

AREA GROUPS OFFICER’S REPORT
By James McGill

This Annual Report takes a different slant from the norm.  What follows is the culmination  of
my year long travels around the county the purpose of which to was  make contact with all

the Groups and gain an insight to how they view themselves and indeed, the Ramblers as a whole.
It comes under the title of Talks and Walks with Nottinghamshire Ramblers
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on the homepage and some stunning
photographs.

Membership
There is a slow decline in membership
affecting locality-based Groups and nearly all
their active members are aged 60 plus. What
about the “silent majority” of members who are
not known to their Groups? National figures
show a 30% - 70% split between known and
unknown members. This was generally valid in
Nottinghamshire although the smaller Groups
tended to know more of their members.
Recruitment was problematic.  None of the
Groups seemed to have an active recruitment
policy and I had the impression that some of the
larger Groups feel that they are big enough
already and that their walks are becoming
overcrowded. Various strategies have been
tried such as advertisements in local magazines
and websites but what seemed to work best was
word-of-mouth promotion and maintaining an
active presence in the local newspaper.

Administration
There was much variety in the way Groups
conducted their day-to-day business. The larger
Groups had big well-organised committees
with agendas, minutes, etc. A couple of the
smaller Groups had no formal meetings (apart
from the AGM) and made routine decisions
informally on walks. The larger Groups had no
difficulty in recruiting committee members but
some of the smaller Groups had nearly folded
in recent years owing to problems in recruiting
key officers.
Other problems included financial procedures
with questions ranging from a simple "Can we
have more money?” to “Can we give donations
to other charities?”
 Procedures for membership renewal and the
direct debit system also came in for criticism.

Footpath Work
Involvement with and knowledge of footpath
work appeared patchy This was not dependent
on Group size but on the enthusiasm of
individuals concerned – in fact, one of the
smaller Groups had two members who carry
out extensive footpath work and also tried to

include little-used or new paths into their walks
schedule. There were several queries about
whether Ramblers members could work as
volunteers on footpath maintenance and there
seems to be a general willingness to get
involved. There was some disappointment with
lack of progress on the Parish Warden Scheme
and two Groups were uneasy about claims for
new rights of way within their district.

Involvement with the Area
Surprisingly this seemed unconnected to the
size of the Group and, rather like footpath
work, seemed to depend upon the interests and
enthusiasm of individual members. In some
Groups there was a faint but detectable feeling
of resentment towards Area. Various adjectives
came to mind – remote, dictatorial, inward-
looking, and tight-fisted – but I think (hope!)
that these attitudes are based on historical
encounters rather than the current situation.
Other Groups were full of praise for individual
members of Area Council who had helped them
through difficult times.

Central Office
There was a widespread perception that
Ramblers had lost its way as a national
organisation in recent years but that there had
been a marked improvement of late with
changes in senior staff. The quarterly magazine
Walk was regarded as an excellent read.
Members were inclined to think that a higher
public profile was needed, along with clearer
policy objectives and highlighting of our
campaign successes in the national media.

Does size matter?
There does not seem to be an optimal size for a
Group. The larger Groups have a more formal
organisational structure with no apparent
difficulty in recruiting committee members and
walks leaders. Smaller Groups know their
members better but sometimes struggle to keep
going and encounter difficulties in obtaining
sufficient numbers for organised outings.

‘Unique selling points’
Forgive the lapse into marketing jargon. There
was much in common between all the groups
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groups but I was intrigued by the USPs
employed by some Groups:

Examples included:

Participating in “conservation weekends”

Designated Welfare Officer who contacts
members with health or other difficulties

Compulsory retirement of chairperson after 5
years in office

Formal policy for organising walks accessible
by public transport

Personal reflections
The future of the locality-based Groups is
uncertain. They have an ageing membership
and are struggling to keep pace with natural
losses. All Groups seemed cohesive and set
great store by their communal activities. I
wondered, however, if this sometimes came
with a certain conservatism in outlook and a
reluctance to look at new ways of doing things.
Another comment that I heard twice bothered
me – “Ramblers does not provide value for
money”.  There are many reasons why I
disagree but the most important is that the
subscription is supporting an organisation
devoted to preserving, enhancing and
expanding the national network of rights of
way. Many of the “silent majority” who have
elected not to walk with their Group must feel
that they get value for money because they have
stayed as long-term members.
I also kept hearing worries that other walking
groups were taking members away from us but
I think that we should embrace these groups as
colleagues rather than fear them as rivals -
anyone who enjoys walking on a public right of
way should join our organisation!

Suggestions
I would like to offer the following for
consideration and debate:

RECRUITMENT: Locality-based Groups are
facing an endless struggle with the Grim

Reaper and seem rather complacent in facing
reality. They need to be more pro-active in the
recruitment field. Younger members are sorely
needed and input from Area would be required
here. Do we need more age-based Groups? The
Notts&Derby Group is probably already big
enough while the One Step Walkers are
catering for the western side of the county.
There must be younger walkers in the north and
east of the county who are potential recruits.
We also need strategies to attract younger
middle-aged walkers.

PUBLICITY: Groups could be more pro-
active in their links with local media and make
sure their activities are regularly brought to
public notice. National activities such as Get
Walking Week, for example, provide an
opportunity for attracting attention.

FOOTPATH WORK: This is vital to our
sense of “who we are and what we do” but even
active members are often unaware of what is
happening. Again, this ties in with publicity –
more trumpet-blowing is needed for successes.

COMMUNICATION: Groups communicate
well with active members but we need to find
out more about the silent majority of inactive
members. Who are they? What do they expect
from Ramblers? It would also be interesting to
find out more about the “Not in Group”
members. More use could be made of email and
Groups should try to collect as many email
addresses as possible, even if this involves a
mailing programme and the use of stamped,
addressed envelopes. Some of the websites
need updating. I am a big fan of the national
website template and would like to see this
widely adopted. There is also scope for, and
interest in, using Facebook and Twitter.

LINKS: Links with organisations that
promote walking (U3A, health groups, church
groups, etc.) should be explored with a view to
promoting affiliation. Links between Groups
should be strengthened where Groups are
finding it difficult to manage alone – for
example, organising a coach trip Cont page 23
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SEE HERE! ITEMS AND TOPICS OF CURRENT INTEREST

WALKING FOR HEALTH AND THE RAMBLERS
By Keith Wallace, Mansfield & Sherwood Group

Walking for Health is a nationwide grouping of Schemes aimed at getting people walking.
The walks are local, at an easy pace and are designed to help people who are the least

active, including people who experience health inequalities or who have long-term health
conditions, become active and stay active. They also help walkers ‘step down’ from previously
high levels of physical activity as a result of age, injury or health conditions. These walks are
typically between 20 minutes and an hour in length.
Walking for Health (WfH) is now run by Macmillan Cancer Support and the Ramblers. At the
moment, all WfH Schemes are going through a re-accreditation process to ensure that they meet
the criteria laid down for Health Walks. A significant number of Schemes will either not apply
for re-accreditation or fail to meet the criteria. These Schemes will have to leave WfH and either
cease to operate or set up us an independent walking group. The re-accreditation process should
be complete by April 2015. At this point, we will have a much clearer picture of how many
Schemes are operational in Nottinghamshire and where they are. The current total is 25
In very general terms, WfH Schemes are being asked to concentrate on getting people walking
then, as they get fitter, pass those people on to Ramblers or other walking groups. Therefore, there
is potential for Ramblers Groups to recruit new members. Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers are
currently assessing this potential and looking at ways for the Ramblers to engage with WfH. To
this end, we would be interested in talking to any Ramblers’ member who already has contact
with a WfH Scheme either as a walk leader for them or as someone who goes on WfH walks.
Please contact Keith Wallace on keith.wallace@mansfieldramblers.org.uk or phone Keith
on 07527 160 339

WALKS LEADERS APPEAL
By Keith Wallace, Mansfield & Sherwood Group

Could I do that?  Yes, you could -  and yes, you can!

Between them, the Ramblers Groups throughout Nottinghamshire organise walks on every
day of the week, over a variety of distances. Some walks attract two or three people whilst

others are walked by 30, 40 and more people. Some are leisurely, some are moderate and some
are strenuous but they all have one thing in common – they couldn't take place without a walk
leader.
We have some extremely capable and dedicated walk leaders throughout the County who deserve
our grateful thanks for the work that they do. It is always a loss when one of them has to retire or
cut back on the number of walks that they can offer to lead. It is important that new leaders
continue to come forward.
Next time that you are out on a led walk, make sure that you thank the walk leader but also ask
yourself, “Could I lead a walk?” For most people, the answer is a definite “Yes!” If you have ever
thought about leading a walk then now is the time to do something about it. Talk to a walks leader
or your Group Walks Coordinator to find out what is involved. Look at the information on the
Ramblers website about leading a walk. If you're still not sure then ask a walk leader if you can
jointly lead a walk with them before you submit a walk of your own.
Every walk leader brings something new to a walks programme and you could play your part.
Ask yourself, “Could I lead a walk?” and you'll probably find that the answer is yes, you could -
and yes, you can!
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PHOTO GALLERY - PICTURES TO FIT THE STORIES

Left: Long Tailed Tit

Right: Brambling

A l l  f i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s
                      by

Linda Pitt,
Vale of Belvoir Group

Linda’s article is on page

Tree Creeper                 Nuthatch                  Redpoll

Left: The Ramblers at the
Gedling Show in August

Right: The Ramblers at the
Southwell Ploughing Match
and Show in September

Press & Publicity Officer’s
Report -  see page 14

Left - 100 years young!
George Orgill - Gedling Group cuts
the celebratory cake marking the 25th
Anniversary on the formation of the
Group in 1989
The event was held at the Village Hall
at Woodborough in April 2014.

See Gedling Group Report on page 24
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....continued from page 18
And finally…a funny story
The mention of websites reminds me of a
strange juxtaposition: before visiting a Group I
always ‘googled’ to see if they had their own
website. One Group had used a ‘Welcome to
Anytown’  site and, next to the details of their
activities, was a photograph of a well-endowed
blonde lady of mature years wearing an ex-
tremely low-cut evening dress advertising a site
called Mature Dating UK. Nice to know that

we’re not just associated in the public eye with
beards and bobble-hats!

Acknowledgements
I would like to close by thanking the Group
Secretaries who helped to set up these meetings
and to all the people who turned up to speak
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(The full version of this article is available on
the Nottinghamshire Area website)

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AREA GROUPS’ ANNUAL REPORTS

BROXTOWE
Throughout the year we have maintained our
weekly Wednesday and Sunday walks with
occasional Thursday evenings and Saturday
mornings. Again our programmes supported
the Broxtowe walking festival and the
Ramblers’ National Get walking week. On
most Wednesdays there is the option of a
longer or shorter walk, reflecting the members’
wishes. We are always encouraging new walk
leaders and have around 20 in the current
programme. This widens the areas in which we
walk and provides new walks for the
enjoyment of walkers.
Our New Year coach walk was in rural
Leicestershire with the meal at Ashby Folville.
The Wednesday coach in March went to
Bewdley for a circular walk taking in the
Severn Way with a lunch in Stourport. In
summer the Sunday coach visited the north
Yorkshire village of Great Ayton in Captain
Cook country; unfortunately the hoped for
panoramic views from the summit of
Roseberry Topping were spoiled by the
weather. Luckily the Wednesday coach to Filey
was on a sunny day and the walkers could
appreciate the walk along the cliffs of the
Cleveland way into Scarborough.
With winter approaching, we have suspended
the coaches because, with rising transport costs
and in spite of an increase in price, we have to
fill the coaches to be viable. However, the
Group has run a local bus walk on a

Wednesday plus two Sunday train walks using
the Matlock line. On these train walks,
members set out from their local railway
stations to Cromford (taking advantage of
group saver tickets) and returned after the walk
from Matlock.
At the May-day weekend, members of the
Group took a walking holiday in picturesque
Haworth.
There was a full programme of walks led by
group walk leaders and everyone congregated
for the Saturday evening meal. Then at the
beginning of October 19 ramblers took over the
Ramblers Hassness Country house in
Buttermere which is an ideal base for walking
and not far from the village. Several D+ and C
grade walks were accomplished led by a
Ramblers guide. As an alternative there were
self-guided lower level walks during the week.
The local Keswick bus facilitated some of these
walks and also visits to other parts of the Lakes.
This is an excellently run Centre with superb
food and an efficient, if overworked drying
room. An enjoyable and well attended Square
dance was held at the beginning of October
while the usual Christmas walk and meal will
take place in December.
Over the year there has been a slow reduction
in Group numbers with older members leaving
the Ramblers. However, we have attracted
some new members albeit in a similar age-
range to the existing members. Different means
of communication have been discussed and the
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Committee is currently reviewing its usage of
Facebook. We are also mindful of the
increasing costs to us of distributing our Walks
programme with inevitable rises in postage.
Indeed we seem to be reflecting some national
views – definitely some topics for debate at our
November AGM.
Undoubtedly the greatest milestone of
Broxtowe’s year was the Group’s 25th
Anniversary. Over 50 members turned out for
our 25th Anniversary walk and buffet on
Saturday 13th September. We were joined by
the Mayor of Broxtowe, Cllr Stan Heptinstall
and the first Chair of Broxtowe Ramblers,
Chris Thompson on an enjoyable five mile
walk around Cossall and the Nottingham Canal
before returning to the White Lion in Swingate
for a celebratory drink and buffet. Walkers
were joined by many of our older members and
the Area President, Paddy Tipping for the
buffet, speeches and cutting of the anniversary
cake. Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to talk
and reminisce about past walks and friends.
Here’s to the next 25 years!
Barbara Cordery – Group Secretary

COLLINGHAM
We have fortnightly walks on Sundays through
the year, varying in length from six miles to 10
miles. Our monthly mid-week walks on
Wednesdays continue. These are four to five
miles always with a lunch option at the end.
We walk In Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and
Leicestershire usually. Numbers of walkers on
average is 12 members
There were two bus trips, one to Derbyshire
and one to Harewood in Yorkshire, changing
drivers for the second trip, who proved to be
very good so will continue to use him.
Apart from walking we met for an Annual
Summer Lunch in a member’s garden, this year
the weather was warm and sunny so we were
able to be relaxed and enjoy chatting to each
other. The festive meal will be at The Crown in
Rolleston
We have lost two members this year, one who
has moved away and one who sadly died.

The numbers stay about the same
approximately approaching 60.
We have appointed a Minutes Secretary to the
delight of the Group Secretary!
Anne Burns – Group Secretary

GEDLING & DUKERIES
Looking back over the past 12 months several
highlights come to mind.
On 31st January 2014, the Group’s eldest
member celebrated his 100th birthday. The
following day, the Group held a party for
George Orgill and the event was well attended
by his friends and members of the Group. To
think when the Gedling Group was formed,
George would have been 75 years old.
This brings me neatly on to the Gedling
Group’s 25th Anniversary Celebration held on
Sunday 27th April 2014. The Group hired
Woodborough Village Hall for the day. Two
walks were arranged and fine weather helped
swell the numbers on each walk. Afterwards an
excellent selection of food was shared by group
members, including George  who had recently
celebrated his 100th birthday. A special
anniversary cake was made by Val and divided
up between the members.
The Group’s annual dinner held at Ramsdale
Park Golf Centre was moved from its usual
winter slot to the 10th May 2014. The change
of date proved to go down well with members
attending the event and next year’s dinner will
be held at a similar time of year.
The Group has run two coach trips this year; the
first to Pickering and the second to Pateley
Bridge. Both trips were well attended and
offered a walk or have a steam train ride from
Pickering or just look round the two centres.
Two coach trips are in the process of being
arranged for next year.
The Group continues to offer a wide range of
walks in its walks programme. These range
from short walks on a Thursday morning to
longer walks on a Sunday. The walks are
usually well supported and cater for the
abilities of the group’s membership. Can I say
a personal thank you to all of the groups walk
leaders who put their own time  and effort to
make the walks programme such a continuing



The Nottinghamshire Walker - Special Edition 2014 Page 25

success?
Membership is still an area of concern. The
Group, like other organisations, is competing
for people to join us and just as important to
stay with the Ramblers. Over the past year, the
Group’s membership arrears to have stabilised
but we must not be complacent. The Groups
Committee are looking at new ways to
advertise. Recently an advert for the group was
placed in the local NG3 magazine. If this
proves to be a success, then with the approval
of the Committee, a further advert may then be
placed in the NG5 magazine next year.
May I thank all the Committee members for
giving up their time to attend meetings and
suggesting ways to continue the success that
this Group has achieved over the past 25 years?
On a personal note, in June of this year, I with
two other members of the group completed
Wainwright’s Coast to Coast Walk. I managed
to make my way over the 190 plus miles of the
route through some of England’s most beautiful
landscapes; an experience that will live long in
the memory.
Mick Rawdin – Chairman.
Footnote: Dukeries Group was amalgamated
into the Gedling Group in 2005 (Editor)

MANSFIELD & SHERWOOD
The Group has enjoyed yet another busy and
varied year.  The Group walks every Sunday
with an alternating pattern of short (4 to 6
miles) and longer walks (8 to 12 miles). We
also have a monthly car-free walk (6 to 9 miles)
on the first Wednesday. Every walk starts from
Mansfield Bus Station and uses buses to get to
the start and back from the finish of each walk.
Start time varies according to timetables but
ensures that bus pass holders go for free. This
allows us to do linear walks that finish
somewhere (usually a pub) where we can sit
and wait for our return bus. Its early days but
the few people coming on the walks seem to
enjoy them.
We have also continued our monthly mid-week
Rights of Way inspections. This is aimed at
keeping an eye on the local Rights of Way
network. It is less formal than a full inspection
but allows us to select an area of paths to walk

whilst noting the condition of the paths,
furniture and signage. Any problems
encountered are sent to Nottinghamshire
County Council via Martin Smith. We have
also set up an email address for any of our
members to report local footpath problems to
our Footpaths Officer -
footpaths@mansfieldramblers.org.uk
On the social side several members went
paintballing in April followed by Ten Pin
Bowling in July, and in August we went for a
cruise along the Trent from Newark followed
by a meal.
Our travels away this year included a weekend
away at Whitby in May. Twenty plus members
travelled up on the Friday, walked part of the
Cleveland Way on the Saturday and then did a
shorter walk on the Sunday before travelling
home again. In June, a few hardy souls did a 23
mile Challenge Walk in the Dark Peak.
Come September over 20 members went to
Snowdon for the weekend; most of them
climbing to the top on the Saturday. A few even
went via the most difficult route. All returned
safe, though there were a few tales of nearly
being caught out by the weather. In October we
went go-karting followed by a visit to York at
the end of November for the Christmas
Markets; we also planned our Group's
Christmas meal. Ideas are already being
circulated for next year's social itinerary. As
ever, we are grateful to a handful of
enthusiastic volunteers who lead our walks,
organise our social events and enable us to have
the varied activities for many of us enjoy.
Since the July we have moved home! We have
made an arrangement with the Black Bull PH
on Woodhouse Road (A60), Mansfield
Woodhouse to meet there for our longer
Sunday walks. We now hold our Group
meetings there also.
In the new year members will embark on a
three-year plan to walk the Coast to Coast
route; the idea being to take a week at the end
of April for each of the next three years to walk
the route.  A base will be chosen each year then
we will use a minibus (or two) for getting to the
start (and back from the finish)of each days
walking. In the autumn of each year, we will
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continue to organise a weekend away at various
locations.
We might even have a Facebook presence
soon! I'll let you know.
Keith Wallace, Acting Group Secretary

NEWARK
Another successful year for Newark Ramblers!
We have had 15 new members over the year
and we have been pleased to welcome members
from other local groups to our walks.  We
continue to arrange walks on most Wednesdays
and Sundays and a couple of very successful
walks have taken place on Saturdays.  Most of
the walks take place within 15 miles radius of
Newark with a few longer, more challenging
walks taking place in Derbyshire.  Our
Wednesday walks average 15 members each
week, though recently we had 29 people on a
walk at Aslockton, and as one of our regular
walkers frequently says, “it never rains on
Wednesdays”.  We have been very lucky with
the weather this year!
We do sometimes struggle to find enough
people to lead walks and this task often falls to
the same group of people.  In order to
encourage more people to become walks
leaders, some of our experienced leaders have
offered to co-lead a walk.  It is often just lack
of confidence that prevents people from leading
but once they have led a walk they find that the
rest of the group is so supportive that they are
keen to do it again.  We also put together an
Information Sheet about leading walks which
we sent out to all our members.   One of my
main objectives this year was to increase the
number of members who can be reached by
email.  This is a cheaper and more efficient way
of sending out information and I am pleased to
report that we now have only a few members
without an email address.
Get Walking Week took place in May and was
very successful on some days but very poorly
attended on other days.  We are looking at ways
to make this more attractive next year.  A very
interesting visit was made to the Violin School
in Newark.  It is strange that we should have
this institution of international renown in
Newark yet very few people from

Nottinghamshire seem to have heard of it.
Unfortunately our planned trip to Birmingham,
which included the opportunity to walk the last
few miles into the city, had to be cancelled as
there were not enough people to make it viable.
As well as our regular five or six mile walks
and the longer walks once a month (eight– 12
miles) we have introduced some shorter walks
for our older members who are finding that
they cannot do the longer distances any more.
We have called these walks, “Interest Walks”.
They are up to 3 miles long and finish at a place
of interest, e.g. a church, garden centre, cafe
etc.
Marie, our Social Secretary, has organised a
programme of social events throughout the year
which have been well attended and Beryl has
arranged trips to the cinema and theatre to see
the ballet.  During the week before Christmas
more than 20 people enjoyed lunch at The Lord
Ted after a walk along the river.
We were very happy when two of our members
decided to get married this year.  We wish
Anny and Peter a long and happy marriage.
Sadly, we have to report the deaths of Gill
Findlay and Sylvia Crabtree who were both
valued members of Newark Ramblers for many
years.  James, our Chairman, is also Footpaths
Officer and continues to organise the Footpath
Warden scheme in our area.  He also represents
us at Area meetings.  Our AGM on 2 November
at Chesters, Main Street, Balderton will be
followed by a short walk around Balderton
Lake and then back to Chesters for lunch.
We are happy to welcome regular and new
walkers to any of our walks.  All the details can
be found on the Ramblers website.
Carol Wilkinson - Group Secretary

NOTTINGHAM
Nottingham RA Group has had a
comprehensive programme of walks during
2014. There have been coach walks on alternate
Sundays and local walks on the non-coach
Sundays. In addition there have been regular
Wednesday walks, longer Saturday A-plus
walks and shorter Saturday walks.
The coach trips have generally been well
supported. We have tried to provide four walks
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walks from each coach, but this has not always
been possible.  However there have always
been three walks. A Sunday day trip to Ludlow
by coach was held in July and a walk followed
by a Sunday lunch in Darley Dale was held in
September. A Christmas walk and meal was
held in Castleton in December 2013 and a
Christmas walk and meal has been booked for
December 2014. The coach hire charges have
slightly increased but we have managed to hold
the fares at the existing level for the foreseeable
future
The local walks have been reasonably well
supported. The Wednesday walks are quite
popular. The emphasis is on using public
transport for the local walks. During 2014 the
Wednesday walkers have almost completed a
full circuit of Nottingham walking the
footpaths in the surrounding rural area. It has
been noted that one member leads many of the
local walks. We are hoping to find more
leaders.  A detailed walks programme for 2015
has been decided.
A Six Day coach holiday to the Isle of Wight
was held in June. We were based in Shanklin.
There were several walks organised each day
over the five walking days. The weather was
very good all week. Another coach holiday is
planned for 2015. The A-plus walkers held a
long distance walking weekend on the
Northumberland Coastal Path during June
2014.
Although a Youth Hostel Weekend organiser
was not forthcoming at the November 2013
AGM our Group Secretary organised a Youth
Hostel weekend in the Lake District in October.
The party was based in Coniston. Two walks
were held on Saturday and one on Sunday.
The social events organised in 2014 included a
Friday evening meal at a buffet restaurant in
Nottingham. This was in March 2014 and a
‘Bring a Plate’ evening at a members house
during July. Both these events were well
attended. A Treasure Hunt was held in Late
August.
At the December 2013 Group Committee
Meeting a floral presentation was made to
Margo Cameron who retired as Group
Secretary after an extended period of office.

The group membership has increased slightly
over the last few months. It is pleasing to note
that some younger members have been
recruited. Two life members have been
recruited. A petition has been signed by group
members and sent to Nottinghamshire County
Council requesting the council maintain their
expenditure on footpath maintenance.
David L Dobson – Chairman

NOTTS & DERBY WALKING GROUP
The walks programme remains as busy as
ever, with a wide range of walks across
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Staffordshire
and Leicestershire.  As well as the usual old
favourites, efforts were made to introduce more
variation by including a few slightly more
neglected areas.  Finding enough volunteers to
lead such a busy walks programme remains a
challenge. Our weekends away are as popular
as ever, with trips to the Black Mountains, the
Lake District and Glastonbury amongst those in
the programme this year.  A week-long trip to
the Isle of Mull was a great success and was
one of the highlights of the year. Conservation
weekends have continued to be popular, giving
members the opportunity to directly support the
Peak District through path maintenance work.
After many years of gradually increasing,
membership suffered a slight decrease in
2013.  Publicity was therefore one of the main
priorities this year, and a campaign to publicise
the group and get trial members to join was
rewarded with an increase in membership.
Communications within the group have not
radically changed from previous years, with
notices and discussion taking place via a bi-
weekly newsletter, the group website and a
Facebook group.  Many small improvements
have been made to the website to keep it up to
date.  Several walks were publicised in the
Nottingham Evening Post, giving the group a
higher profile and encouraging people from
outside the group to try our walks.
Social highlights this year include a gig at the
Canal House by the excellent Splinter Band,
Oxjam, Trentham Monkey Forest, and the
usual wide range of restaurant meals
Financially, the group remains in good health
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and has managed to balance its books for the
year.
At the AGM in October, a largely new
committee chaired by Jenny White was elected
to take the group forward into next year.
Andrew Milledge

RAVENSHEAD & HUCKNALL
November 2013 marked the 20th Anniversary
of the formation of the Ravenshead Group – the
Hucknall Group had been formed a year or two
prior to this.  We held two special events to
celebrate the occasion.  On November 10th
Brian Culpin (one of the founder members) led
a repeat of the Group’s first walk which was in
the Southwell area.  It was a beautiful autumn
day and we had a good turnout of 19 members
and friends.  A few days later we held our
AGM at the Ravenshead Village Hall.  All the
existing committee members were re-elected
unopposed.  Following the business,
refreshments were served and one of our
members, Barry Newton, gave an illustrated
talk on his recent trek along El Camino de
Santiago.  Our birthday cake was cut by Wendy
Culpin and Marion Alflatt who was celebrating
40 years as a Ramblers member!
We have continued with our usual pattern of
walks, i.e. alternate Sundays and one Saturday
a month, together with Allan’s morning walk
on the last Tuesday of the month.  We try to
offer a variety of walks - in length, area and
difficulty. Once again our loyal band of walk
leaders have been excellent in coming up with
new routes.  Fortunately the mild winter meant
that our published programme was able to
proceed with just one cancellation and a couple
of amendments.  In early March, Brian and
Wendy led a walk from Hartington.  The
weather was so mild that on our return we
flocked to the ice cream van parked on the
village green!  The walks continue to be
reasonably well attended with an average of 12
members on each.
Our membership figure has remained pretty
static during the year and currently stands at
114.  We do have an honorary member – Betsy,
our four legged friend, who regularly attends
walks with her ‘mum’ Jackie.  Betsy is a firm

favourite with the group and a very willing
back marker.  She likes to be at the rear where
she can keep an eye on us all!  Problems can
arise though if someone wants to lag behind for
a comfort stop!!
Our Annual Dinner was once again held at the
Ramsdale Golf Centre at the end of January.
Fortunately this year the weather was much
kinder to us and we were all able to enjoy a full
evening without the worry of getting home
through the snow.  In October eight members
enjoyed a weekend away at Rhyader in mid
Wales.  Our only other social event was a
Beetle Drive in March which was held at the
Horse and Groom, Linby where  30 members
and friends enjoyed a fun-filled evening
complete with chip butties!
Our 2014 AGM will be held on November 21st
at Ravenshead Village Hall.  A couple of
members have expressed an interest in joining
the committee which is very encouraging.
Following the success of last year’s event we
are again going to follow the business with a
social get-together.  Whilst we partake of light
refreshments Dick Brader is going to tell us of
his experiences as an HF walk leader.
Margaret Sendall – Walks Secretary

RETFORD
Once again our Walk Leaders produced a
programme full of fabulous walks and they
must be very pleased that all walks this year
have been so well supported, even the more
strenuous such as the Twin Valleys in
Derbyshire and The Sheffield Round.  The
weather has also been kind to us with only a
couple of walks have been abandoned due to
rain.  The Annual Dinner at the Duke William
at Askham was well supported. Good food and
good company made a very enjoyable evening.
We had a holiday at the end of September to the
Old Hunstanton area of Norfolk; this was very
much enjoyed by a party of nine members. The
weather was glorious with the sun shining
every day. Walks included countryside, coastal
and beach and even some paddling in the sea.
Add to that a long leisurely pub lunch each day
and you have a most relaxing holiday.
Our Footpath Secretary has been kept very



busy this year.  Various footpath problems have
been reported as well as more large scale issues
relating to Wind Farm Planning Applications
and the impending East Coast Main Line level
crossing closures.
Although we have managed to recruit new
members this year we have also lost several.
We continue to advertise our walks each week
in The Retford Times as well as in several local
free publications.
Sally Fraser - Chair

RUSHCLIFFE
Rushcliffe Ramblers have had a varied and
successful programme of walks this year which
have included the introduction of monthly local
short walks, starting in West Bridgford. These
short walks have been repeated morning and
afternoon and have proved very popular and
complement our regular longer Sunday walks
and shorter “pub lunch” weekday walks.
Our total membership is now around 290, an
increase of 20 from this time last year. This
increase is in no doubt partly due to the
introduction of our new local shorter walk
programme.
We have had two weekends away this year:
Church Stretton in April and Holmfirth in
September. At Church Stretton we stayed at the
HF Long Mynd and had 57 attendees (a record
number). We had lead walks each day with a
choice of length. Three walks on the Saturday
of 13, nine and seven miles and two choices on
the other days. The hotel was situated next to
Rectory Wood and Rectory Field and so this
opened up further opportunity for walks. After
dinner folk spent their time either socialising or
watching one of the films that were put on
especially for our group.
Our weekend in Holmfirth lived up to our
dreams with fantastic scenery; lots of hills to
climb and lush valleys to descend into, water
and reservoirs abound. To top it all, the weather
behaved itself and gave us warming sunshine
for most of the time. We also had a longer
holiday in Aviator, following on from last
year’s very successful expedition to the Isle of
Man. Eighteen members joined the programme
for the six days included a day off for

sightseeing and short and long walks to include
all abilities.   A Corbett and two Munros
challenged the more active walker. Other
climbs during the week were Craigellachie
which everyone attempted on a beautiful
sunny, blue sky day and Meall a Bhuachaille.
The group were particularly fortunate when
climbing Meall a Bhuachaille and Cairn Gorm
as on both these days the cloud was low,
covering the mountain tops, but cleared to give
fantastic views over the Cairngorm National
Park. The longer holidays have proved very
popular and we are already considering a trip to
the Isles of Scilly next year.
This year we hosted the Nottinghamshire Area
AGM, which was held at Cropwell Bishop and
was well attended. It was preceded by a choice
of two local walks and the meeting was no
doubt helped along by the supply of home-
baked cakes and local Stilton cheese!
In April and May eight of our members
provided valuable support for the Ramblers
nationally by attending and reporting on the
Crown Court trial that arose from the tragic
death of a walker at Stanford on Soar back in
2010.
A number of organised social events were held
during the year including Christmas lunch at
Ashmores in Radcliffe-on-Trent which was
preceded by a walk to Holme Pierrepont. In
July we had a repeat of our croquet afternoon
which brought out the competitive spirit in
some of our members. In August we had a visit
to South Fields Dairy Farm at Somerby near
Melton Mowbray. We had a very interesting
talk by the owner, Mrs Jane Barnes followed by
a tour of the farm which included watching the
cows being milked and finished the tour with
cakes and local Stilton cheese (again!).
This year we also set up our new website linked
to Ramblers HQ which hopefully will provide
more information for our existing members and
hopefully attract new ones.
Alan Shiret – Publicity and Webmaster

SOUTHWELL
2014 has been another successful year for
Southwell Ramblers.  We are lucky in that so
many members volunteer to lead walks with the
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the result that our programme is varied,
covering a range of distances and locations
with the usual high quality camaraderie. The
Friday evening walks during the summer
months are more local and interspersed through
the year are several social functions that are
always well attended.
The highlight this year has to be our two
weekends away if for no other reason than we
were blessed with wonderful weather which
always makes a big impact.
During the spring we spent three nights at the
HF’s Harrington House in Bourton-on-the-
Water deep in the Cotswolds. Two excellent
walks lead by Dinah and her gang of willing
helpers and although it rained heavily on the
third day, meaning our short walk was
curtailed, the fact that we spent the morning in
jail did not dampen our spirits. We were on a
high because we won the award for the best
designed boat at the hotel’s traditional boat
design and building competition. Sadly, our
ocean going canoe based on a Polynesian
design, built from recycled rural material
picked up on the days walk, was a little
sluggish.
In October we spent another enjoyable
weekend in the Lake District and again were
blessed with good weather. Our second visit to
the Keswick Country House confirmed its
suitability as a venue for us and the autumn
colours on the trees and bracken were
tremendous. Great company also made this a
memorable weekend away. The rain on the
Saturday morning slowly dissipated so that by
lunch time it was dry with sunny spells for our
walk from Rosthwaite to Keswick via Ashness
Bridge. On the Sunday those more adventurous
souls tackled The Dale Head to Cat Bells ridge
finishing with a boat trip on Derwent Water,
whilst a group investigated the glacial valleys
of Stonethwaite and Langstrath.  A short walk
around Grange at the southern end of
Borrowdale brought the weekend to a
conclusion.

And we have venues for our weekends away
for the next two years!
Dave Johnson

VALE OF BELVOIR
As a small Group of a hundred or so members
based in the south of the County, our simple
aim is to put on a programme of walks catering
to all needs at least weekly. In addition, we do
like to enjoy ourselves, so we organise a
Christmas lunch, socials, a walking weekend
away etc.
We have a reasonably stable membership. We
are friendly and open and we think that the fact
that walkers from other Groups regularly come
out with us reflects that. Together with our
varied programme, we think we do the
important things, but we are, of course, always
open to new ideas. It is noticeable that there are
an increasing number of ways for people to get
out on organised walks: many villages have a
weekly walks programme, the U3A have a
variety of programmes, and we now have two
or three Walking for Health groups in South
Notts. But these programmes are all of the
shorter variety and instead of seeing them as
competition, we think the way forward is to
help people to make the transition to longer
walks with the Ramblers. The Ramblers also
has a big plus going for it in that we have a
national responsibility working with the
highways agencies to keep Britain’s unique
rights of way network open to all.
Vale of Belvoir runs two six months’
programmes a year. Over the whole year to the
end of September we have put on 74 walks.
This is about our usual number: a walk every
Sunday, four times a year on a Saturday, one
Wednesday walk every month, a series of
evening strolls over summer and four walks on
our weekend away.
The average turnout has been 16. This is down
from the 20 or so for the year before, but the
historical average is 17 so we are back up to
that level. (Incidentally, nearly 50% of the
membership turns out at least once during the
year.)  The programme attempts to follow a
cycle of leisurely (5/6 miles, no picnic stop),
and moderate and long walks. Some of the
summer evening strolls fall into the easy
category and also in summer, there will be
some strenuous walks. There is a demand for
shorter walks. However, while there is not a
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problem generally with getting people to
volunteer to lead, it is noticeable that it is
harder to get leaders for shorter, half day walks.
The Group has taken a couple of inevitable
modernisations steps. Firstly, walking
programmes are now is distributed by way of
electronic attachment. One or two members
still prefer a hard copy and we have to print off
a few for visiting walkers, libraries, so that is
not a problem. The next step may be that the
programme will not be produced as the usual
A5 booklet but in a standard format.  This will
make it easier for people to print off in date and
page order rather than a PDF
Next, thanks to Dave H., we now have a group
blog: see http://vbrambler01.blogspot.co.uk/
As well as providing a pictorial record of our
walks, he now puts two months walks on the
blog. Also, following a request from members
who cannot walk on Sundays, where it is
possible we are providing the route of the walk.
There were some excellent socials, thanks to
the Group Secretary, Brenda. The barbecue,
skittles night and Christmas lunch and social
were enjoyed by many members. And if that
does not give enough opportunity to catch up,
many of the walks end with a café stop.
The weekend away in Teesdale was very
successful, thanks to Dave and Elaine for their
organisational efforts. Sixteen of the Group
enjoyed a schedule of four walks on the Friday
16th to Sunday 18th September; a medium
walk on Friday, two on Saturday and a lovely
bracing walk on Sunday across the moors and
back to Middleton. It is a lovely area with
dramatic scenery but on a manageable scale.
And for the birders, it was fascinating to see
that pairs of dippers had colonised every 200
yards or so on the upper Tees.
At our AGM in November the long term
Treasurer, Mike P. stood down. Thanks Mike
for keeping the Group in good financial
standing. In the absence of anybody else
coming forward, Sue, our Membership
Secretary volunteered to take on the role.  This
means two members of the Committee are now
‘doubling up”. But more positively, 23
members attended the AGM demonstrating a
good level of commitment – or was the

motivation the cakes the Committee Members
had baked that were only served at the end of
the meeting?
Rab Bird – Chair

WORKSOP
Worksop Ramblers was formed 44 years ago
and in its heyday members went on a range of
weekends away, holidays abroad, an annual
dinner-dance and all walks were keenly
supported.  These days our membership
hovers around the 80 mark, with only a small
minority of those actually joining us for walks
and attendance at the AGM has dwindled
dramatically over the last couple of years,
whereas in the past 20 to 30 members used to
attend.   This is despite strenuous efforts to
keep in touch with our members both
electronically and by post, the development of
a website, copies of our programme being
freely available in public places and our
programme being on the Ramblers Group
Walks Finder.  We know we are not alone as
regards a low percentage of active members
and a very low number of new members but
we are at a loss as to know how to reverse the
trend.
However it is not all doom and gloom!
Worksop Ramblers are proud to announce that
through the diligent and efficient coordination
of our Footpath Secretary, Val Bellamy, all
rights of way in our area have been walked and
checked by our members every year without
fail since the creation of the Parish Warden
Scheme. Our walk leaders continue to
contribute an excellent range of interesting and
varied walks to our programme; however it can
be quite soul-destroying for some of them
when they have gone to the trouble of recceing
a walk and then only three or four people turn
up for it on the day.  Despite this those of us
who do turn up usually have a thoroughly
enjoyable day out in our glorious countryside
and in the company of good friends.
Small is beautiful, as they say!  Being so close
to the Derbyshire and South Yorkshire borders,
we are fortunate that we can not only walk in
Nottinghamshire but also quite easily go into
the Peak District and sometimes even into
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Staffordshire and Lincolnshire for our walks.
In June this year we organised a coach ramble
to Lyme Park, Cheshire, on what turned out to
be probably one of the hottest Sundays of the
year.  The long walk was from Tegg’s Nose
Country Park to Lyme Park, following the
Gritstone Way.  What had been a glorious walk
on the recce on a pleasant Spring day turned out
to be quite gruelling in a temperature of about
24°+! The short walk explored the amazing
Millennium Walkway above Torrs Gorge near
New Mills.  Despite the heat, it was a
successful day, which was followed by a meal
together in a pub on the way back home.
In October we ran a coach trip to Whitby and
walkers had the choice of a walk along the cliff
top from Runswick Bay to Whitby, or a walk in
the countryside above the Abbey then down the
Abbey steps back into Whitby.  We were
blessed with fabulous weather on the day,
although it was wet and miserable the day

before and the day after!  Needless to say we all
enjoyed the fish and chips at Trenchers
Restaurant before our return journey.
Both coach trips were thoroughly enjoyable but
again, in order to make them viable, we really
needed more participants.  As a committee, we
have got to the point of considering whether or
not we can continue running coach trips unless
we can get more people to go on them.  One
way forward would be to run these trips jointly
with other groups and we will be exploring this
option.  Suggestions welcome!
As 2015 approaches we will be putting our
heads together as a Committee to try and re-
inject some enthusiasm into our membership,
and maybe lure members of non-Ramblers
walking groups that have sprung up in the area
back to us!  Quite how we are going to achieve
this remains to be seen – watch this space!
Diana Munro – Group Secretary

We know that you care about the rights of way network and the countryside; and that you support
the Ramblers aims and campaigns. We also know that some members would like to get involved
more locally in doing voluntary work on the rights of way network.
We have all seen and heard of the work done by Ramblers volunteers in other Counties repairing
footpaths, stiles and bridges etc. Whilst this kind of volunteering remains unavailable in
Nottinghamshire at present, there are other ways to get involved.
Nottinghamshire County Council used to carry out twice-yearly surveys to check that rights of
way had been re-instated after ploughing and/or cropping. These have not been done during the
last couple of years and we have seen a growing number of instances where paths have been
ploughed but not re-instated. The council is looking to restart the ploughing and cropping surveys
from Spring 2015 but will need the help of volunteers to carry them out. There is also the
possibility that we might be asked to help out with other kinds of path surveys.
We have recently started doing more to promote the Ramblers at outdoor shows and other events.
We now have a gazebo, display boards and Ramblers literature. If you would like to help out with
this then let us know. If you know of a local show or event that might be suitable for a Ramblers
display, let us know.
We are looking to compile a list of local volunteers to help us with the above and other
opportunities. If you are interested then please email your contact details to our Area Secretary,
Jenny Fillingham, along with an idea of the sort of things that you would like to get involved in.
You are not committing yourself to anything other than receiving the occasional email about
volunteering opportunities in Nottinghamshire.
Email Keith at keith.wallace@mansfieldramblers.org.uk

SEE HERE! ITEMS AND TOPICS OF CURRENT INTEREST
(Continued from page 19)

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE RAMBLERS
By Keith Wallace, Mansfield & Sherwood Group
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THE FEATURES SECTION
Articles on diverse subjects by Nottinghamshire Area Members

FRACKING AND RAMBLING – A RAMBLERS’ PERSPECTIVE
By Jim Norris, Area Countryside Officer

The first thing for Ramblers to note about Fracking is that we already have a policy on it:

‘We are concerned about the potential impacts of onshore shale gas exploration and
exploitation both on access to the places we walk and on the beauty of the wider countryside.
We will oppose such operations where we believe these impacts to be unacceptable,
particularly in those areas designated for their natural beauty.’
So what is it? Much of England is underlined by a layer of rock called Shale, which holds
trillions of cubic feet of shale gas. Nottinghamshire has two basins of shale – one based on
Gainsborough (OK I know that is in Lincolnshire but the layer does not stop at the border) and
the other the Widmerpool Trough in the south of the county. Traditionally this has not been
extracted because it is much more difficult and expensive to extract than coal and natural gas
– in fact the technology did not exist.
Fracking is a process under which high pressure water is directed at the shale to release the
gas. Water, sand and chemicals are injected into the rock at high pressure which allows the gas
to flow out to the head of the well.

The Case for Fracking:
There is an increasing shortage of hydro carbons obtained by traditional means. North
Sea oil and gas is rapidly disappearing. If a method is not found to replace this, we face
a significant energy shortage in the relatively near future.
The UK is becoming dependent on imports – we no longer mine much coal even though
much of our electricity is still generated by coal fired power stations.
There is a lot of it. The issue of energy shortage is delayed for a potentially long time.
It is a windfall of which advantage should be taken.
Renewable energy sources such as wind and solar panel farms tend to be very
unpopular with locals. Nuclear Energy is regarded as very controversial. We have to
get our energy from somewhere.
The technology works.
The amount of greenhouse gases released is estimated to be less than that released by
the imported liquefied natural gas that it replaces.
£100000 will be paid out in Community Benefits per well site.
1% of revenue will go to local communities
There will strict regulations about Fracking in national parks.
The Industry says that problems which have arisen in the USA with regards to Health
and safety will not occur in the UK because of our stricter legislation and our more
responsible attitude.

The Case against Fracking
It merely delays the issue of replacing fossil fuels. It might lead us to being diverted
from developing renewable energy resources.
The process is likely to release methane which is a powerful greenhouse gas.
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Fracking uses large amounts of water that must be transported to the Fracking site at
significant environmental cost.
Potentially carcinogenic chemicals used may escape and contaminate groundwater.
The Fracking Industry does say that where this has occurred in the USA it has been the
result of bad practice rather than an inherently risky technique.
The experience of successful Fracking in the USA cannot be duplicated in England. We
are a lot smaller and have very few lightly populated areas. Even in a country as large
as the USA, some of the environmental outcomes have been at a level that would
normally be regarded as unacceptable here.
In practice it seems that the development of Fracking in the USA is becoming an
increasingly controversial issue. The number of accidents, incidents, spillages and
contamination is becoming a scandal. A new word has come into existence
“flaccidness”.
There is a change planned to the Law of Trespass in England, specifically for Fracking.
A householder will lose the rights to what goes on under their property. One
consequence of this is that after a Fracking Site closes, it will be almost impossible to
sue should there be subsequent subsidence damage.

So what does this mean for Ramblers?The process has already started in Notts. Companies
have already started applying for licences for “exploratory drilling”. It itself this may not a bad
thing – if the exploration finds nothing that is the end of the problem in that location. On an old
coalfield like Nottinghamshire it is quite possible the exploration is for coal mine methane, which
doesn't involve Fracking and which may even be positively beneficial.
Whatever the balance of arguments relating to Fracking there is no avoiding the fact when a
decision is made to frack it will create an eyesore which will, at least temporarily blight part of
the landscape. We as Ramblers tend to care about this. Protecting the countryside is one of the
Ramblers Associations key charitable objectives. This goes well beyond a mere interest in rights
of way.  There are almost certain to be obstructions, either temporary or permanent to rights of
way of all types: We need to ensure that at the very least acceptable alternatives are provided.
Given that Fracking is compatible with the draft Nottinghamshire Minerals Extraction Plan and
that the Government are making every effort to smooth the planning process in its favour, there
may be limited ability to influence the planning process for any application. However, we can
scrutinise all planning applications and identify any that are not compliant with regulations. In
particular we should object if any application is on a site of special interest or equivalent.
We also have an interest in ensuring that once Fracking starts in any location, it remains
compliant with regulations and does not cause excess contamination.

TWITTERINGS
By Linda Pitt, Vale of Belvoir Group

'The observation of birds may be a superstition, a tradition, an art, a science, a pleasure, a hobby
or a bore; that depends entirely on the nature of the observer'. James Fisher 'Watching Birds'

In my case, it’s a pleasure and a new found
hobby, which came about when I realised I

could no longer keep up with my walking
group due to my arthritis. It left me with a
terrible longing to be outdoors and missing the
company of my walking friends. I considered
various options to get me out and about, such
as golf, well I always came out tops at crazy

golf; canoeing, but never have liked being on
the water and not much of a swimmer; horse
riding, which I did in my youth but I've not got
the flexibility I had in those days. Then I was
looking on the WEA website and noticed there
was a course on birdwatching, beginners
welcome, coming up locally. I duly enrolled
and presented myself at the first meeting, armed
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with my husband's aircraft spotting binoculars
(Well birds fly don't they?).  These 'bins' turned
out to be a nightmare as they were so heavy I
was convinced I'd never be able to straighten
my neck again. The bottoms of the lenses had
an anti-glare coating which rendered every bird
black and a bird is considerably smaller than a
Jumbo Jet. Watching birds with binoculars isn't
as easy as it sounds and with these it was
impossible. Even after I'd bought myself some
lightweight decent binoculars, it took a while to
get my eyes adjusted, by which time, the bird
was long gone. In fact the words 'It’s just flown
away' were to become very familiar to me. I am
sure that I'm not the only person to wish for a
field guide that portrays every species from
behind so that they can identify it as it flies
away!
I also noticed that in my bright red waterproof
I stuck out like a sore thumb amongst the
camouflaged majority so I invested in a new
black one.
Anyway, I thoroughly enjoyed that first
session. It was a beautiful bright and sunny
April day in 2013 and we wandered around
Farndon Ponds and along the Trent at a gentle
pace, covering about 3.5 miles in total. Our
tutor carried a scope on a tripod and we had
some wonderful close-ups of birds. In
particular I remember a blackcap which I had
never seen before and a yellowhammer – 28
species in all, which I found amazing.
Everyone was very friendly, helpful and
encouraging. I was hooked.
Since then I have been to numerous places and
seen a wide variety of birds. I am still in awe of
those who can hear individual songs amongst a
great cacophony of sounds and recognise birds
from their 'jizz' that is, flight pattern, general
body shape etc. I doubt I will ever come to grips
with bird songs and calls apart from the
obvious that sing their own names like cuckoo
and chiffchaff.
Another stumbling block for a novice is that no
bird has the same plumage throughout its life.
It can vary between juvenile, immature and
adult, breeding and non-breeding, male and
female, and in duck's the 'eclipse' during the
moult. The same bird can also look differently

coloured under varying light conditions.
Of course it is possible to enjoy birdwatching
anywhere at any time and it is an activity you
can do on your own when you get tired of other
people. I get a lot of pleasure just watching the
birds come to the feeders in my garden though
despite providing a cornucopia of delights, we
only seem to attract a host of house sparrows, a
solitary starling, two devoted collared doves, a
very bossy blackbird, a chirpy little robin and a
demented pigeon. We once had some
goldfinches and I rushed out to buy Niger seed
and never saw them again!  Seriously though,
our gardens are a great oasis for wildlife in built
up areas and it’s such a shame that the trend
nowadays is to have them bricked or concreted
over.
I have been amazed how fortunate we are in
Nottinghamshire to have such a wealth of sites
where you can easily see or hear dozens of
species. Our most valued wildlife habitats have
resulted from industrialisation; former spoil
heaps from the coal industry have been
landscaped and planted; and sand and gravel
extraction has left behind a complex of varied
habitats including freshwater lagoons, exposed
sand faces, gravel surfaces, rough grasslands
and marshy areas. The combination of ponds
and grassland are particularly attractive to
grazing wildfowl and where shallow silt
deposits are present, waders are attracted.
Grassland disturbed by workings contain a rich
growth of plants which feed insects and
butterflies that in turn are eaten by mice, voles
and shrews which act as a lure for kestrels and
owls. The marshy areas and reed beds are
favoured by sedge warbler, reed warbler, reed
bunting and bittern amongst others.
Old railway lines and canals form important
green corridors and the Trent marks a highway
for migrant birds on the north east – south west
route to and from Northern Europe.  We also
have an area of lowland heathland running
patchily up the spine of the county, an
internationally rare and threatened habitat,
important for breeding and foraging birds such
as woodlark and nightjar. Extensive woodland
estates and parkland such as in the Dukeries
support a variety of birds. Clumber lies at the
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centre of a number of sites which include
Welbeck, Thoresby and Rufford and is notable
for hawfinches in the winter. At Welbeck there
is raptor watchpoint (SK580721) where
buzzards, kestrels and sparrowhawks are
frequently seen, goshawks and peregrines from
time to time, ospreys and hobbies sometimes
during the summer, and the honey buzzard very
occasionally.
Notts Wildlife Trust own or manage over 70
nature reserves around the County. Of these,
the Idle Valley Reserve near Retford is
recognised as probably the richest birding site
in our region and Attenborough, our oldest and
most established site provides an exceptional
habitat for a wide range of birds. Even the
smaller reserves such as Duke's Wood,
managed by the Trust under licence from BP
Petroleum Development Ltd harbour a wealth
of woodland birds including blackcap, garden
warblers and spotted flycatchers in the summer.
Notts County Council currently owns and
manages 7 local nature reserves. These are
principally sites created from colliery spoil
such as Rainworth Water or former railway
lines such as Teversal or Southwell Trail.
Nottingham City Council own 24 parks and
natural sites including Colwick Country Park
which is in the top 5 of bird spotting sites in
Nottinghamshire. This is not to mention the
areas of conservation created by local
authorities and town and parish councils.
Last but not least, the RSPB has a foothold in
Notts with the partial opening this summer of
Langford Lowfields, situated 5 miles north of
Newark. This huge quarry restoration is in
partnership with Lafarge Tarmac to create the
biggest reedbed in the East Midlands and is
already attracting bitterns and bearded tits. It
also has a small reserve near Gainsborough,
Beckingham Marshes. The RSPB is currently
working here together with a local farmer and
the Environment Agency to create a wet
grassland habitat for breeding wading birds

such as lapwing and curlew.
Apart from all these specially created habitats,
any walk in the countryside can produce some
good and unexpected sightings. I even had a
buzzard almost land on the car bonnet the other
day as I drove down a country lane. The
excitement of not knowing what you'll see is
the essence of birdwatching. We tend to keep a
check list of every bird we've seen on an outing
and on average throughout the year it’s been
about 35 different species and there is always a
special bird of the day.
I must just mention bird hides which at the
outset I found very intimidating as you don't
know who or what you'll find when you try to
slide that usually awkward door open quietly.
Will there be a weirdo or worse?  At first it
seemed everyone spoke in hushed tones,
sported huge telescopes and cameras and stared
intently at goodness knows what because I
could never find the object of their interest. I
would get black looks if my walking pole
happened to fall over or if I squeaked my
sweetie wrapper or knocked the bench as I sat
down. Thankfully I have now experienced
more occasions that have been riotous in
comparison where people are laughing and
joking, munching their crisps, eager to show
me their photo shots and help with
identification. The hides themselves vary too;
some are just a screen with holes in which are
usually too high or too low for me to see
through without stretching or squatting
uncomfortably and some are positively palatial
huts with cushioned benches and ID guides and
a welcome shelter from the weather.
Just to end by saying, please do not call me a
twitcher, as these are folk who are prepared to
travel the length and breadth of the country in
pursuit of a previously located rare bird, not yet
anyway!
(There’s plenty of scope as currently 596
different species have been seen in the UK at
one time or another).

Just a thought...
Maps encourage boldness.  They’re like cryptic love letters.  They make anything seem
possible Mark Jenkins
From the Readers Digest publication “The Big Book of Wit and Wisdom”
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IN CONVERSATION WITH...  DIANA MEALE
RAMBLERS MEMBER AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Diana Meale has been a member of Mansfield & Sherwood Ramblers for 12 years and is a
Nottinghamshire County Councillor.

Diana, thanks for talking to me. I'd like to ask you about your experiences
as a Rambler. What got you started with the Ramblers?
Two things, really. I was doing quite a lot of walking by myself and I thought
that I might like the chance to go walking with other people. So, the social side
of it, and also I wanted to support what the Ramblers do in keeping open the
countryside for people who want to walk it.
You say you used to walk alone, where did you do your walking? Was it
local or further afield?

Mainly quite local. I have this ambition to do long walks over several days and go to all sorts of
different places but I've never actually achieved it.
You’re not alone with that. I'm sure many people share that experience. There are more and
more National Trails being opened up though, so new opportunities keep coming along.
Yes, I keep reading about them. It is kind of like cookery books... I read them and see things I
would love to try; and I tear recipes from magazines; but I never quite get around to trying them
- maybe when I retire. It is the same when I read Walk magazine. I think that looks great; I must
try that sometime. The truth is that most of my walking is much closer to home - around Pleasley
Vale and the Old Mineral Lines that have been converted into footpaths. My favourite is probably
the footpaths around and through Hardwick.
What about walking holidays? Have you ever tried one?
No. Partly because my husband isn't a big walker, though he is a Ramblers’ member and
supporter. The other thing is that I just seem to have no spare time these days.
This brings us on to what you do now. As well as being a Rambler, you are a County
Councillor. You were elected for the first time at the elections two years ago. How are you
finding it?
Very enjoyable, in one sense - I'm Chair of Economic Development so I'm meeting a lot of
companies and discussing investment and funding opportunities with them, and we're starting to
see some results as we help them to set up new apprenticeships and job opportunities. Starting
next year, there will be about £400 million of funding coming from the European Union over the
next five years so we want to make sure that companies and the voluntary sector can access that
to grow their businesses.
That all sounds very complicated for someone who has only been a Councillor for two years.
Have you got any previous experience of this sort of thing?
I have got a bit of previous, yes. Until 2011 I was one of the Executive Directors of the East
Midlands Development Agency and altogether I've spent about 25 years in the Economic
Development field.
We hear a lot about budgets being cut, both by the last Authority and your own Council.
Bringing this discussion back to Ramblers matters, the Rights of Way department has seen
a 50% reduction in staff as well as a reduction in its spending budget. We have already been
told about another post going in the Definitive Map section and the Council is embarking
upon a further round of Budget discussions to cut more areas of spending. How do you feel
as a Rambler who is involved in voting for these cuts?
It's very difficult. Not just as a Rambler but also as a human being. Nobody likes to vote for cuts
to services - no matter which department we're talking about. I've told you what I like about the
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job but this is the side of the job that is not so enjoyable. At a time of increasing calls for our
services, we have to make further savings, and it's hard. Although I may be speaking out of turn,
here; I've not heard anything so far that would indicate further big cuts to the Rights of Way
department. What we are hoping to be able to do is work with other agencies and partners better
- being more open to ideas and looking for new and imaginative ways to deliver our services - a
process we are calling "Doing things differently". This includes facilitating the voluntary sector,
outside agencies and companies to provide some of the things that we can no longer afford to do.
This is why we welcome organisations like the Ramblers getting involved and working with us.
By ‘Doing Things differently’ we will be able to protect more frontline services.
Given the call on services made by an ageing population and rising obesity, Health and
Wellbeing is a big area for the Council to be involved in. Walking seems to me to be an
obvious recreational pursuit that the Council should be promoting.
Certainly, we and our health colleagues are focusing not on waiting until people get sick before
we get involved but on promoting healthier lifestyles and exercise. From that point of view,
working with the Ramblers makes a lot of sense. Indeed, I would like to see Ramblers Members
getting involved in the Budget discussions by taking part in the consultation process.  They can
do this by going onto the web at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/budget or picking up a leaflet in
the Library.
Diana Meale was in conversation with Keith Wallace, Deputy Editor of The
Nottinghamshire Walker

NEW RIGHTS OF WAY FOR ALL OF US TO ENJOY
by Stephen Parkhouse

Here is one great example of why Rights of Way (ROW) work is so rewarding and important.

Walk 1 - Map OS Explorer 270 Sherwood Forest
This was a Lost Ways claim where the landowner proved to be very helpful in getting an old route
reopened. From the Spring of 2014, a new right of way exists from Conjure Alders (SK660720)
to Bothamsall and Haughton Parishes (SK678726), running alongside the River Maun and
allowing the following new circular walk.   This walk is about 5.5 km (3.5 miles) in length

Starting on the small side road behind the church in Bothamsall – you can usually park a car on
the main road near the church, walk eastward towards Haughton Park House Farm, first on the
road, then on a grass farm track. Turn right (south) down the main farm entrance. Cross the road
and keep going south, cross the River Meden. Haughton Hall Farm is next, cross the River Maun
just past the farm and turn right, Follow the bridleway along the field edges westward. Passing
under a bridge on the disused rail line the route becomes a lane. Where this emerges onto the
B6387 keep going westwards. DON’T take the first footpath signed on the right, which goes
through a garden and across the fields to Bothamsall. The new footpath entrance is round the
corner at the start of the first field on the right. With the hedge on the right the path runs
westward, passing through a plantation before emerging along another field edge and passing into
the next plantation. Follow the way marking ever westwards. Eventually the path drops down and
runs along side of the Maun. Turn right (northwards) at the footbridge and follow the path back
to Bothamsall.
Further examples of new ROWs will be published by Stephen, plus any new additions in the
intervening period  in the next issue of The Nottinghamshire Walker due Spring 2015

FYI There are currently over 90 claims for paths to be added to the Nottinghamshire Definitive
Map that are awaiting a decision by Nottinghamshire County Council. Some of these are
claims for multiple paths, giving the potential for over 250 new rights of way.






