
WHAT'S IN A NAME??

Well, let's hope not very much...

Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) have recently published a draft  Rights
of  Way  Management  Plan (ROWMP  -   and  apologies  for  all  these
abbreviations!)

The problem is that they published a very similar document in 2007 and called it
the Rights of Way Improvement Plan!

I doubt if too many of you have delved into the ROWMP but it is  available on
line, together with an Executive Summary.

Another worry about the ROWMP is that, although NCC have a statutory duty to
publish this sort of plan, they are under no obligation to implement any of its
recommended objectives. To use a phrase that politicians favour, we are looking
at  aspirations  rather  than  promises.  However,  Ramblers  is  a  campaigning
organisation  and  it  is  our  duty  to  try  and  ensure  that  the  ROWMP
recommendations are met.

I felt we needed to respond but in a positive and cooperative fashion rather than
adopting a critical and confrontational approach. 

With  the  agreement  of  our  ROW Committee  and  using  comments  from our
members I have submitted the following to NCC :

NCC ROW MANAGEMENT PLAN 2018

RESPONSE OF NOTTINGHAMSHIRE AREA RAMBLERS

The following is a free text response on behalf  of Nottinghamshire Ramblers
ROW Committee

We have also submitted a response to the online survey.

General Comments
We welcome the thoughtful  analysis  of  the problems and opportunities

related to our ROW network and look forward to working with the Council to
implement many of the policies suggested in the document.

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/walking-cycling-and-rights-of-way/rights-of-way/rights-of-way-plan
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/walking-cycling-and-rights-of-way/rights-of-way/rights-of-way-plan


We agree that a well-used and well-maintained ROW network will  bring
many benefits to health and tourism in Nottinghamshire.

Positive features
We  are  glad  that  the  importance  of  the  following  topics  has  been  

highlighted:

 Cooperation  rather  than  confrontation  with  landowners  in
implementing change

 Upgrading  the  definitive  map  and  streamlining  procedures  for
modification 

 Improved signage and waymarking

 Speedy resolution of ploughing/cropping issues 

 Lack of publicity on permissive paths

 Difficulties crossing major trunk roads and railway lines

 Maintenance of roadside verges

Other comments?

The following caused us some concern:

 We note the aspirational tone of the document but also note that
no extra funds are to be allocated to the Highways Department

 There is some mention of using volunteers but this is significantly
downgraded  from  the  2007  plan  which  mentioned  volunteer
"training days" and "task days"

 "Vegetation encroachment" is a major problem and needs greater
priority. Overgrown paths are a major source of complaint to us.
Does the Farm Partnership Scheme need reviewing? Children will
absolutely refuse to walk through a patch of nettles and thistles. It
is not enough to mow the grass once a year  - ask any gardener!



Suggestions

1. Ramblers has long been interested in  volunteering to  help with  ROW
maintenance. This is well-established in other areas of the country and we are
constantly asked "Why not in Nottinghamshire?"

2. This does not  necessarily  have to be "heavy lifting".  The Management
Plan  contains  mention  of  surveying.  We  can  help  with  the  programme  of
inspections of bridges and grass verges. We can also help with checking the
accuracy of published NCC walks.

3. Waymarking and signage need attention. As The ROWMP shows, this is
a low priority for landowners. A ROW that is clearly marked out will  minimise
unintentional trespass, crop damage, etc. Is this something we can help with?

4. A "mowing survey" similar to the present ploughing and cropping survey
would be very useful. We would be happy to get involved.

5. We are often asked if any action has been taken on reported problems.
People also want to know if  a problem has already been reported. A central
website register, open to the public, would be helpful.

Conclusion

The ROWMP is an impressive and potentially very useful document. Thank you
for seeking our opinion and we look forward to working with the County Council
so that the objectives of the plan can be fulfilled.

James McGill
Chair Notts Ramblers ROW Committee


