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Congratulations 

You are 80 & still going strong !



25,000 volunteers 

108,000 members
Safeguarded 140,000 miles of public path 

and 1 million hectares of open access land in 

England and Wales. 

Sweated on 102 path maintenance teams 

who improved over 600 paths 

Saved over 800 paths overall from being 

blocked, closed or badly diverted 



…and through it all we have 

helped people go walking

1935 Handbook gives details of 

walker friendly pubs and hostels

1946 Ramblers Holidays founded

1970s Expansion of local groups

2012 Ramblers Routes launched

2015 Big Pathwatch launched



A million 

people use 

our 

websites

Every group 

has editable 

pages 



We support 

more short 

health walks 

than any 

other 

organisation



Working with health walks

Welcoming health walkers into the 

Ramblers… ‘the friendship project’



We support our 

members to help 

other members 

do the the things 

they love





The most ambitious 

campaign ever..
Why?

No national picture of the path 

network

No national information about 

what type of issues walkers face

We want people to understand, 

love and protect paths

Big Pathwatch will 

Give us data on entire path 

network, the good & bad, by local 

authority

Increase engagement 

Improve paths; helping more 

problems to get fixed



Kids activity 

sheets



National and regional 

coverage



Final Results

Total 

Squares

156,557 100%

Squares

adopted

91,196 58.25%

Squares

completed

75,836 48.44%

Registered 14,376

Photos received 46,771

Web visits 92,232

App downloads 17,028

Family packs downloaded 1,042

• 58,079 Positive 

features recorded

• 70,088 negative 

features reported

• 66% of participants 

new to the Ramblers



Thank you!



The Mission

The guardians of the footpath networks

The advocates of the right to roam

The protectors of the countryside

The champions of walking

And healthy, friendly and fun to go walking with 

We must strive to do all of them, everywhere, & forever.



Public benefit statement

The activities currently carried out for the public benefit by the 

charity can be broadly categorised into the following groups of 

programmes:

• A country designed for walking

• Helping everyone find their feet

• Connecting people through the Ramblers 



Public benefit statement

We deliver our activities in three ways: 

• Through the creation and support of structures that allow 

members to help other members walk and explore the outdoors

• Through direct and indirect delivery especially in relation to work 

with communities that would benefit most from walking and the 

delivery of physical improvements to paths

 

• Supporting volunteers, supporters and members of the public to 

educate, promote advocate on behalf of walking and the outdoors



A path to follow

Our vision and strategic framework

2015 -2025

Approved by General Council March 2015





Our governance



OWNED BY THE MEMBERS

Individual, affiliates, 

Presidents

Who appoint General 

Council

That elects the Board 

(and holds them to account 

each year)

Areas and 

Groups
StaffNetworks

Individual 

members via 

delegates 

appointed at 

area AGMs

Board appoint and oversee 

Chief Executive who runs 

Ramblers day to day 

Activities delivered by…

accountable to Board through chief executive



OWNED BY THE MEMBERS

Individual, affiliates, 

Presidents

General Council

Board 

Areas and 

Groups
StaffNetworks

Chief Executive

Activities delivered by…

accountable to Board through chief executive

CHARITY 

LAW

Company 

law

General 

Council

Board

Views of 

members 

and public



How we see it happening

• The Board has decided that it will address the 

governance changes over a 3 year period

• Which means we now enter a period of ‘constant 

consultation’

• Not just survey monkey but discussion and debate

• No proposed amendment should come as a surprise

• The Board will seek indicative approval where possible

• Areas & groups remain at the heart of our constitutional 

arrangements

• An Area Support Officer for England has been appointed  



• General Council 2016

• NO substantive changes to existing powers nor 

arrangements (except the proposal of measures by 

which members may have benefits of  the charity 

withdrawn under exceptional circumstances)

• Consider short new consultation on Areas & Groups 

• Existing consultation closed 31 January 2016  
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/aboutus/ourfuture/governance-consultation

• A session GC2016 to discuss our way forward

• Sight of modern M&A in everyday English including 

gender inclusivity

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/aboutus/ourfuture/governance-consultation


• General Council 2017

• To consider the proposals regarding 

constitutional changes to the Areas and 

Groups



• General Council 2018

• To consider the proposals regarding 

constitutional changes relating to General 

Council and the Board of Trustees



The impact of walking

Walking is good for our physical health.  It reduces the risk of developing 

heart disease by 35%, colon cancer by 50% and diabetes by 50%.

Walking is good for our mental health. It improves mood and well-being, 

reduces anxiety, aids sleep and improves self image. Activity lowers the risk of 

depression by 30%.

Walking can reduce healthcare costs.  Physical inactivity costs the 

country £10bn a year in NHS time, sick days and early death.  

Walking supports local economies. In 2011, 6 million visitors to the South 

West Coast Path National Trail generated £387m for the local economy. 

Walking is great for the environment, is free, easy and fun. 

Walking is good for your neighbourhood, helping to improve community 

spirit.  





Thank you all



• Happy walking, 

• Path Checking, Access defending, 

footpath maintaining, countryside 

campaigning, politician lobbying 

• AND 

• Socialising and above all enjoying yourself
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